By 1952 the Sauler roadster had earned
the nickname le petit tank and was cam-
paigned by French racer Francois Picard,
here at Monte Carlo in June.
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Unraveling the mystery that

surrounds the Porsche roadster

s enigmatic as Porsche’s small 1952 series of
America Roadsters has been to those inter
ested in Porsche history, an earlier roadster,
now referred to as the Sauter car, has been even
s lir

re mysterious. Alwa) ke some way to the

ition of early Porsche roadsters, its role h
red uncertain. What is the Sauter roadster?
New information is beginning to unravel the story
of the car with the rear-hinged, “suicide” doors. To
sort this out, we can first look at what has already
been written about it.

“German Auto Jewel,” in Auto Sport Review in
1952 introduced Porsches and featured the Sauter
roadster. Described as a “Porsche in competition

trim,” it had a 1500-cc engine listed at 52

horsepower, weighed 1325 pounds and could do 185

kph.

Christophorus #26

1960 described Heinrich
Sauter as a young businessman who, because he felt
the regular 356 coupe was too heavy for competi
tion, had a special light steel body built on a normal
356 chassis. After briefly discussing the car’s racing
history, the author summarized, “we classify the
1948 open Porsche as the first roadster, the Sauter
car the second and Johnny von Neumann's sawed-
off version as the third, the . .. America Roadster
(the first ‘legitimate’ roadster), was the fourth.’

In 1961 Richard von Frankenberg again wrote of
the car in his book, Porsche, the Man and his Cars
“The wish for an open two-seater was always pres
ent,” he said and described how Sauter had his body
built on a standard production chassis, fitted with a

with the suicide doors

.~
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Earliest photo of the roadster is from Auto Sport
Review (Jan. 1952). For a test of Mantzell wheels,
Sauter is in the car; others include Miss France, Von
Frankenberg (with glasses) and Mantzell (leaning).
tuned 1500-cc engine and qualified well at the 1951
Eifelrennen at the Niirburgring. Frankenberg in a
vague way implied an evolution to the America
Roadster and, ultimately, the Speedster.

Karl Ludvigsen in Porsche: Excellence Was Ex-

The
gauter

Roadster

Understood at Last

By Ray Knight
Kentucky Region
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pected related a more detailed version of the same
story, indicating that the factory then took some in-
terest in the car and continuing its history into 1952
when Francois Picard raced the car in France under
the nickname le petit tank. Ludvigsen detailed some
modifications for brake and engine cooling and
pointed out that by 1952 “replicas of the little tank

were being built and sold by Porsche KG the
America Roadsters.”
When the factory was first contacted in recent

Francois Picard took the car to Africa for the Moroc-
can Rally in 1952. Painted a medium metallic blue,
the little Porsche roadster won the 1500-cc class.

years about the Sauter roadster by the previous
owner, they disavowed any knowledge of a car with
backwards doors. They later acknowledged its ex-
istence and in a letter in 1980, Jiirgen Barth, in
charge of customer sport at Weissach, described it
as the “first American Roadster ever built.”

Public awareness of the car developed in the early
eighties. It was inspected by several Porsche en-
thusiasts and was variously described as a modified
cabriolet, a bastard Speedster, or an interesting but
insignificant specially built one-off.

In the landmark 1981 PANORAMA article on
America Roadsters, written by Betty Jo Turner
with Chuck Stoddard’s research, the Sauter car was
discussed. It was felt at the time that the America
Roadster design had originated from within the fac-
tory and had existed since October 25, 1950, in the
form of a set of drawings #356-00-320. The article
was uncertain about the role of the Sauter car, since
it was built over the winter of 1950-1951.

When we initially contacted Sauter in 1981, he in-
formed us that Hans Klenk assisted with the body

16/PORSCHE PANORAMA

ARCHIVE KLAUSER

work, and he was convinced this car became the pro-
totype of the America Roadster. He pointed out
close cooperation with the Porsche technical staff.
He recalled his car as being made to his own general
design, but said that “in the fifties Porsche and
their enthusiastic clients had a special relation-
ship.”

It is difficult to mesh all of these potentially con-
flicting descriptions in a coherent manner. What
then is this car? Is it the prototype for the America
Roadster? Where did the idea for a Porsche with
this flowing belt line come from? Was it Sauter’s
idea? Did it come from the factory designers? Or did
it come from Max Hoffman, the pioneering U.S.
Porsche importer, as has been often suggested?
Was this car part of an evolutionary link that led
from elsewhere to the America Roadster, or was it
merely an illegitimate one-off?

We were recently able to visit with and interview
Heinrich Sauter in his current home in the
Bahamas. In 1950 Sauter was a young Stuttgart
businessman, an heir to Hahn Kolb Werkzeug-
maschen, a machine tool company. He served in the
Luftwaffe during World War II and was interred in
several prisoner of war camps. He began racing
shortly after the war, initially with a Veritas, and
later with one of the first steel-bodied 1950 Porsche
coupes. He raced in close cooperation with the fac-
tory and often had the newest engines.

He relates a fascinating story of the Tour de
France Automobile in France in 1950 or 1951. As
one of the first German drivers to compete in
France after the war and considering the state of
Franco-German relations, he felt awkward. He
found himself fastest in practice in his Porsche
coupe, but was uncomfortable with that and asked
Ferry Porsche to allow him to give his better engine
to the local hero, Francois Picard, who went on to
win easily in a similar car. This act of good will
received favorable press and led to a long friendship
between Sauter and Picard. It also increased good
will for the Porsche factory.

Convinced that coupes were too slow, Sauter was
determined to have a lighter and faster Porsche. He
bought chassis #10359, a number listed in the block
of numbers designated to be 1300 cabriolets. This
rolling chassis was taken to the shop of Hans Klenk
in Boblingen, just outside Stuttgart. A small body
fabricating and repair shop with four to five
employees, it was one of many small automotive in
dustry support specialty shops clustered around
Stuttgart. Klenk himself gained fame as a Mercedes
driver, co-driving with Karl Kling in the winning
300SL in the 1952 Carrera Panamericana. Klenk

then went on to become director of sports for Con-
tinental Tire.

Sauter and Klenk wanted a roadster which would
be lighter, lower, and therefore er. They used
standard stampings from the factory, whenever
possible, to facilitate building it. The unusual
aspects of the car were hand fabricated. These in-
cluded doors, hinges, closing panels, and rear deck
cover. The regular stiffening bracing for the hood
was not used and a lightweight tubing cross brace
was substituted. A similar hood bracing was later
used on 550 Spyders. Considerably lower than a
standard car, the Sauter roadster’s rocker panels
were boxed in a manner to give extra strength to
the longitudinals. A simple hood latch was used and
leather straps were added on the front. The first
windscreen was a small, fixed racing type. The
seats were apparently hand-fabricated, thin, light,
shell-type buckets.

Sauter recalls drawing up a rough sketch of the
car but he does not remember seeing any factory

Linked mysteriously to the evolution of early Porsche
roadsters, the Sauter car’s history has now been
pieced together. Here it sits in Porsche’s courtyard in
late 1952.

drawings. His recollection of his goal in this design
was to make the car lower and lighter. He does not,
to this day, seem particularly concerned about the
dropped belt line. His previous cars all had rather
straight sides and there is no background to suggest
that he felt a need to make a car with that particular
classic flowing line. He acknowledges that Hans
Klenk was in touch with the factory several times a
week during the construction and suspects that
Klenk may have seen some factory drawings.
Sauter vividly recalls his personal decision to have
the doors open from the front to allow quicker en
trance and exit from the car at checkpoints during
rallies. Doors opening in this manner are not
unusual on specially-bodied cars of that time.
Maximilian Hoffman initiated the marketing of
Porsches in America, along with a variety of other
European cars including Mercedes, VW, BMW,
Alfa, Lancia, Fiat and Jaguar. He introduced the
United States to exotic foreign automobiles and at
the same time persuaded European manufacturers
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for a pleasant change.

maintenance will save money in the long run.

Porsche models sold in €urope used them.

continually strive for higher quality.

last 11 years. We look forward to helping you.

If you've become accustomed to indifferent treotment and
routine repoair work, we invite you to come to AutoThority

At our shop, we go beyond the norm to know about UNUSUHL

you, your driving interests, your repair requirements.

We make an effort to educate you about whaot con
be done to make your car perform better. In many cases,
this personal consultation service can actually save you money.

Replacing the grease in constant velocity joints is a
case in point. Porsche recommends this be done every 30,000
miles. Yet most dealers and other service shops ignore this
routine—apparently in the belief that greater profit can be
realized in the sale of replacement parts. We believe grease
should be replaced on a regular basis and that the joints
should be alternated to extend their life even further. Regular

The cutch assembly is onother way we can help you
get more longevity from your Porsche. Many models sold in
the United States have rubber-centered clutches which have
a tendency to breck, leaving you stranded. AutoThority was
one of the first repair shops to install the €uropean high
performance spring-centered clutch discs after learning that

In other ways, too, we put more thought and creativity
into our repoir work than you will experience elsewhere. UWe
are constontly in step with the state-of-the-art and we

It is with professional enthusiasm thot we say:
We set the standards for Porsche/Sportscar Maintenance.

WHERE THe

A PORSCHE INDEPENDENT
REPAIR SERVICE

IS USUR

It is our goal to be the premier Porsche repair business
in the Washington metropolitan area ... and beyond. To
reach this goal we pledge to be olways customer conscious.
We take pride in the customer base we have built in the

{AteThority, inc.

3763 Pickett Road

foirfox, VA 22031 703-323-7830

to produce special models and options for the
American market. It has often been said that Hoff-
man inspired the development of the America
Roadster and subsequently the Speedster.

Hoffman did not like the design of the 356. Lud-
vigsen quotes him as saying, “That design is ab-
solutely impossible; you will never sell that car in
America.”” In Porsche: Excellence Was Expected,
Ludvigsen credits artist Coby Whitmore with draw-
ing up designs of a car for Hoffman with classic
flowing fenders. This meeting has been said to be
the one in which the America Roadster design
originated. The only problem is that this meeting
was in New York in December 1951, during Ferry
Porsche’s trip to the United States, only four
months before the completion of the first produc-
tion America Roadster body and six or seven
months after the Sauter car had first raced.

I tried to find Coby Whitmore without any luck.
Later I noted his name in the April 1952 issue of
Auto Sport Review in connection with John Fitch,
who raced with Hoffman in the early fifties. I hoped
this might be the same Coby Whitmore and upon
contacting Fitch I was pleased to find out that it
was. More amazingly, John Fitch had been at that
same meeting in December 1951, which included
Ferry Porsche, Ghislaine Kaes, Max Hoffman, and
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Coby Whitmore. Fitch and Whitmore recall an
awkward meeting in which a variety of desizn
were discussed. They felt that none of them wer
related to the America Roadster or to Speedster
styling.

So where are we now? Did Hoffman have nothiny
to do with the America Roadster’s styling? Was i
recollection correct, but flawed in who and where”
Did the design originate wholly at the Porsche fa
tory? Could it have been Sauter’s design complet
Iy?

If Hoffman is correct, the seeds would have !
have been planted much before December 1951. Th«
first known meeting of the Porsche people and
Hoffman was at the Paris Show in early Octobws
1950. By then Hoffman had already imported threc
1100-cc coupes. At this meeting further ar
rangements for an exclusive import license wer
made. Ludvigsen describes in some detail how mu«!
more affluent Hoffman seemed than the factory
that time and notes that Hoffman helped arrany;:
hotel accommodations. When Ferry Porsche pro
jected five Porsches a year for America, Hoffman
said to have responded, “If I can’t sell five a weck
I'm not interested.” What was discussed about siy}
ing at that meeting is not recorded. It is difficult .
think that with Hoffman's strong feeling about th:
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Porsche’s earliest America Roadster drawings

LEONARD TURNER

(356.00.320) reveal an open lwo-seater with widened rear
end and dropped bell line. Overhead view of the Sauter

car is strikingly similar.

hody, it would not have been discussed only to be
ruised a year later. I can only assume that if Hoff-
man did make recommendations to have a car made
with a dropping, classic belt line, he would have
done so at that time.

It then seems more than a coincidence to find that
the oft-mentioned factory drawings #356-00-320 are
dated October 25, 1950. This was two to three
weeks after the Paris meeting and would seem like-
ly to represent a response to Hoffman’s probable re-
quest for a styling change. These drawings would be
expected to show a car with the dropped belt line,
flowing fenders and an exaggerated rear fender
delineation. These drawings were referred to in
Ludvigsen's book and the PANORAMA article, but
were elusive. Over the years, as this story unfolded
and they continued to be unavailable, - they
developed an almost mythical quality. Everybody

had heard of them, but no one had seen them. I
began to wonder if they existed. Finally, thanks to
BJT and Porsche’s cooperative press department,
they arrived.

The drawings #356-00-320, dated October 25,
1950, clearly show a car which all would recognize
as an early design drawing for what would evolve to
the America Roadster although this set of drawings
differs from the production America Roadster in
several features. These drawings have the early
style bumpers, the rear fender delineation is much
more exaggerated, and the cockpit opening is full
size, remaining open over the vestigial back seat
area.

On plan or overhead view, the drawings show an
unusual widening at the rear fender Iiﬁc, a feature
apparently used to help accentuate the Jaguar-like
styling demands. This feature had been dropped by
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the time the production cars were made. It is dif-
ficult to imagine that Erwin Komenda, Porsche’s
legendary body designer, enjoyed making this
awkward widening. Komenda's original 356 design
was almost religiously functional, virtually
teardrop-shaped from plan view, allowing smooth
air flow down all surfaces. No ornamentation was
added. No other Komenda-designed cars had this
wider rear bodywork.

At this point we are again faced with no recorded
facts. What was Porsche going to do with these
drawings? Did they want to make this car? Could
they afford to? With Hoffman's promise of sales, did
they feel they could afford not to? It was certainly
not Hoffman's idea to create a series of 15 or 16
cars. His intent was to sell a large quantity of these

Drawing 540.00.202 (July 1952) shows an America
variation with fixed windshield and lowered rear
wheel wells. Steel-bodied roadster photographed at

" ._& Heuer in 1952 was perhaps the only car built to this
See9Ts  design.

roadsters. Was Porsche prepared to make the com-
mitment to make a prototype and then go into pro-
duction? I personally think not. They had at that
time only made 200-300 cars. They had not been
able to return to their Stuttgart location until
December and were leasing assembly space from
Reutter. By July 1950, they had already begun
plans for their new 1500-cc engine, clearly a big
commitment. It is difficult to imagine they would
have been enthusiastic about the notion of redesign-
ing their body for a single import market.

So how does Sauter fit in? We understand him to
be one of a few local gentlemen racers. He raced in
close cooperation with the factory and had become a
supplier of some tooling to Porsche. But probably as
importantly, he was able to pay his own way. His

Drawing 540.00.062
(February 1952) shows
the major rear body
changes (longer cockpit
and lower rear body) of
the evolving America
Roadster. Drawings
were done by Komenda.
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The last European race for the roadster was at
Monaco in June 1952. Showing the wear and tear of a
veteran race car, it did not win in a field of two-liter
sports racers.

need for a lighter, lower and faster car was striking-
ly similar to Hoffman’s need for a restyled roadster.
Working as closely with the factory as Sauter and
Klenk did in making their car, it is unreasonable to
think they could have arrived at a car so similar to
the factory drawings without some cross fertiliza-
tion from them. The cooperative project clearly
stood to benefit both the factory and Sauter. The
factory got a facsimile of Hoffman’s styling
demands to show him. Sauter got the car he wanted
to race, likely with increased factory cooperation.
Just how closely does Sauter’s car fit the draw-
ings? It differs primarily by being lower, having the
suicide doors, and having the rear cockpit area
closed by a bolt-in rear deck. The most striking
similarity to the drawing is the wide back end of the
body at the fender lines. This feature seems unique
to those drawings and the Sauter car. The lower
body was not accomplished easily. It required sec-
tioning and reshaping some of the standard factory
panels, accomplished with extremely well done
hammer welds. The closing panels that connect
body panels to the chassis were shortened. Addi-
tional modifications were made to allow steering
column angle change, gas tank clearance and

Jack Armstrong was a Douglas test pilot who visited
Porsche and obtained the Sauter roadster for Mullin.
Armstrong is at the wheel here at Reno, Nevada, in
1953.

engine lid clearance. Some of the modifications
were done in a functional but less than elegant man-
ner, appropriate to a race car, but not for a produc-
tion vehicle.

Hans Klenk recalls building the car for Sauter,
but the years and other concerns have dimmed
memory of further details. Though he doesn't
remember the factory drawings, Sauter does say,
“My car was designed and completed in close
cooperation and with all the help of Porsche's
technical staff, with Porsche’s running gear, engine
and parts, and was assembled by the factory
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mechanics . . ."" Sauter recalls that Hoffman later
inspected the car and expressed approval. At this
time, I am convinced that if the Hoffman-inspired
drawings had not existed, the Sauter roadster
would have been finished. It would, however, have
looked more like Porsche #1 or the Glockler
specials. The Sauter car almost certainly was the
first car built as an interpretation of the
#356-00-320 drawings.

Sauter recalls the car taking about six months to
complete. It was first raced at the Eifelrennen at
the Niirburgring in the spring of 1951. It was
painted white and had a small racing aero screen.
Earlier it had been used for testing of some spring
rubber damped wheels designed by Engineer Mant-
zell. Helmuth Bott, today chief of technical develop-
ment at Weissach, remembers this joint project for
which the Sauter roadster was used as a test car. It
is unknown if these wheels were ever used on any
other car since they were felt to be of limited suc-
cess. It is also unknown whether some money from
that project helped finance this car. There is a fre-
quently published photo from one of these test ses-
sions that includes Sauter, Mantzell, Von
Frankenberg and Mlle. Renaud who was Miss
France. The wheels were used when the car ran the
Liége-Rome-Liége rally in 1951. The car was doing
well in the rally, but retired with a broken brake line
after a tire blow out.

The 1500 engine story surrounding this car has
been confusing. Christophorus #26 reports Sauter
ran the Eifelrennen with a ‘1500 engine souped up
(at that time the 1500 Porsche didn’t exist at all, of-
ficially),” parentheses by Von Frankenberg. Lud-
vigsen related that the engine had been enlarged to
1500 outside the factory by Sauter. This seems
unlikely since at that time the only way to get
clearance for the increased stroke was with the
Hirth roller bearing crank. The bevel big end con-
necting rod #502-03-105 had not been invented by
Rabe until mid-1952. These rods then allowed for a
plain bearing 1500 in a two-piece case in 1952. Back
in the spring of 1951 it seems more likely that the
car was being used for a very early, if not the first,
competition pre-production test of the factory 1500
engine. It is well known that the 1500 project had
begun in July 1950 and was developed to near
readiness by this time. The previously published
first use of the 1500 in competition had been the
Liége-Rome-Liége rally in August 1951 in a coupe
driven by Guilleaume and Miihle. It would appear
the first use was actually a few months earlier in the
Eifelrennen and that two Porsche cars entered the
Liége-Rome-Liége rally with factory 1500 engines.
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This practice of secretly testing new engines befor«
publicly acknowledging their existence is a practics
continued to present days. Sauter confirms that his
car had a factory 1500 from the beginning.

That first race at the Niirburgring produced =
fascinating story which continues to add to the
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Porsche’s new assembly hall was in full use by 1953;
an America Roadster appears on the line at far left
while Sauter’s car is tucked behind the line of 3565 at
right.

mystery of this car. The Christophorus article
described the engine as a “souped up 1500.” Sauter
relates that he used a much hotter cam than the fac-
tory would have preferred. Porsche instructed him
to enter the car as a Volkswagen special, perhaps
because of uncertainty about the new engine, uncer-
tainty about the hotter cam, or secrecy about the
new body style. The car had a Porsche nameplate on
all known photographs, including this race. When
he had the second fastest qualifying lap, Porsche in-
structed Sauter to announce the car as a Porsche.
He then proceeded to complete the first lap well in
the lead, only to retire a few laps later with engine
failure. Porsche didn’t speak to him for a few weeks
after that, according to Sauter.

Sauter then entered the car in the Freiburg-
Schauinsland hilleimb and then Sauter/Rath
entered the Liége-Rome-Liége rally. The car did not
complete either race. Later in 1951 the factory in-
sisted on buying the car back from Sauter who went
on to race other cars with more success. His career
was highlighted by his GT class win in the 1954
Mille Miglia, co-driving with Von Frankenberg.
Sauter relates that he always felt Von Frankenburg

was prone to crashing and for that reason he drove
the bulk of the Mille Miglia. He then tested with the
Mercedes 300SLR in 1955, but chose to retire from
racing when his first son was born.

In 1952 the roadster was raced extensively by
Francois Picard of Nice, France. Picard was a
friend of Sauter and it is not known if he bought the
car from the factory or if he raced it for them. He
raced with German plates W23-3237, which are
identified as factory plates. Before selling the car
back to the factory, Sauter had always used his own
plates W21-3888. Picard had previously raced a
Porsche coupe with some success, including the win
in the Tour de France with the donated engine.

Picard repainted the roadster a medium metallic
blue and competed in a number of road races,
hillcimbs and rallies with considerable success. A
1952 Porsche poster lists at least four victories. The
car appears to have won a class victory in most of
the races in which its class was limited to 1500 cc’s.
Picard’s last known race with the car was at Monte
Carlo in 1952. It did not win in a field which includ-
ed two-liter pure sports racing cars. We have not
been able to locate Francois Picard. He was
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Stan Mullin campaigned the Sauter car in West Coast
SCCA races in 1953 and 1954. Here Slan (right) and
his son Mike are at Moffet Field in 1954. Note Allard
in background.

rumored to have been killed racing a Ferrari some
years later.

Several modifications appeared on the car during
this second year. A taller, touring syle windshield
and an attractive set of folding racing screens show
up in photos from this year. The car apparently had
some brake cooling problems and during 1952 front
brake cooling vents appeared. It is unknown
whether Picard or the factory originated these
vents. Similarly placed vents were not incorporated
in the America Roadster but did show up in produc-
tion Porsches in 1954. The car also had some engine
overheating problems and a scoop in front of the
engine and a set of vents at the back of the car were
added. This arrangement would not appear to work
well and was not used on any subsequent cars. The
early production America Roadsters apparently had
similar engine overheating problems, partially
solved by the use of twin grill engine lids.

At the end of the 1952 season the Sauter roadster,
now known as le petit tank, was returned to the fac-
tory. The car sat around the back corner of Werks I
for some time. It is recalled by many at the factory
and shows up in several published pictures. It is
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usually seen sitting in front of a set of shelves full of
engines. In late 1952 or early 1953, Jack Arm-
strong, a test pilot for Douglas, an Allard driver,
and a good friend of Stan Mullin, saw the car at the
factory. He was told by PR and Race Boss Huschke
von Hanstein the car was “last year’s race car, a car
now obsolete because of the Glsckler,” and that the
factory was moving on to build a spyder. The Sauter
car, no longer competitive, was of no further use.

Stan Mullin, an attorney from Los Angeles, was a
prominent figure in early California sports car rac-
ing. A founding member of Cal Club, he had raced
his MG-TC in the first Pebble Beach race. His friend
Jack Armstrong had campaigned his Allard. Mullin
nted a somewhat faster car than his MG and had
instructed Armstrong to find a car for him on one of
his frequent European trips. He had in mind one of
the small Italian etceterini type cars. At that time
production racing cars were hard to come by and
one-off specials were easier to find. Armstrong com-
pleted the purchase of the Sauter car on his visit to
the factory. The car sold for $2800, mechanically
rebuilt, repainted and reupholstered. Armstrong
chose the bluish-silver paint and a red leather in-
terior. Ludvigsen stated that a Type 528 15008
engine had been installed, but the cardex shows

30244, a late 1951 production Type 527 1500
engine. It was probably alled after the pre
production test engines, y before Picard took
over the car. This engine (30244) remained
throughout the rest of the car’s active life. A 528
engine seems never to have been installed.

Shipped to California, the Sauter Roadster raced
a full season in 1953, Mullin and Armstrong alter
nating behind the wheel. Stan recalls driving the
car to the races. The carburetors iced when he
drove over the mountains to the Reno races. They
had a full set of carb jets, but nobody knew how to
use them. They used the twin, folding aero screens
most of the time, although a fourth type windshield
had been supplied. It was a touring style: full
aluminum frame, with the same side posts as used
on the America Roadster. Armstrong made an ex-
tractor style open exhaust system for the car. The
factory had supplied a dual exit muffler, with no in-
ternal baffles. Armstrong also fabricated brake
cooling scoops in the front backing plates to combat

a continuing problem with brake overheating.

The car was clearly faster than its brakes and had
some handling problems. Great on the straights, it
oversteered badly on corners. The back end would
I up on
Indy race tires. There were no major victories
car no

iking and they tried using Firestone
the
production

longer competitive against
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Today a resident of the Bahamas, Heinrich Sauter’s
desire for a faster, lighter racing Porsche in 1950
resulted in the construction of a unigue vehicle in
Porsche's history.

America Roadsters, OSCAs and the new
Spyders.

A loosened rear axle nut led to a rear wheel com-
ing off on the cool down lap after a race at River-
side. No damage was done except for the bottom of
the backing plate being ground down. This backing
plate remains on the car. The errant wheel was
retrieved by a young architect spectator, Jim
Moore. He stayed on as a crew member and became
a life-long friend of Mullin and Armstrong.

The last race was at Pebble Beach in 1954, where
Mullin was unfortunate to spin in Turn 3, an inci-
dent attributed to changed tires. The car was not
damaged, but a photograph has survived to Mullin’s
chagrin. Late in 1954 Stan Mullin retired from ac-
tive competition and advertised the car in Road &
Track. He stayed involved in sports car racing,
serving as general counsel with Lance Reventlow
and Warren Olsen in the Reventlow operation. They
made and campaigned the famous Scarabs of
1958-1962. Both Mullin and Armstrong remain in-
terested in sports car and vintage racing to this day.

The Sauter roadster was then purchased by Shell
Namour of Helena, Arkansas. Namour was a

RAY KNIGHT
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Los Angeles attorney Stan Mullin was reunited
with the Sauter roadster last fall. Prominent in early
California sports car racing, Mullin last drove the car
at Pebble Beach in 1954.

Mississippi river nightclub owner and manufacturer
of the famous Habies fruitcakes. He maintained the
car for a few years for recreational driving until the
engine quit in 1958. Traded among a few owners in
Mississippi, it was stored outside and began to rust
away. In 1971 it came into the possession of William
Crabtree, a foreign and sports car dismantler in
central Indiana. It sat in his junkyard and later in
his backyard for years.

Rumors circulated throughout the midwest for
years about some strange, bastard Speedster-like
car in a junkyard. No one knew what it was. When
Ludvigsen’s book appeared, Mike Robbins made the
connection and told Crabtree, who had been tracing
the car's ownership, what the car was. With this
new information, the pieces started coming
together. He was able to complete the owner
lineage of the car and this fascinating story was
published under the title ‘““The Saga of the Odd-Door
Porsche’ in All About Porsches in 1982. Crabtree’s
efforts gave us a really good headstart in putting
this information together. The only substantial
error in that article was the suggestion that the car
had been delivered to a dealer in Kiel, West Ger-

RAY KN

Hans Klenk built the Sauter roadster in his Boblingen
shop over the winter of 1950-1951. Klenk distin-
guished himself co-driving the victorious Mercedes in
the 1952 Carrera Panamericana.

many. This was information taken from the wrong
cardex.

In the fall of 1982, I saw an ad in Road & Track of-
fering the Sauter car for sale. I went to see it for
historical purposes, not expecting to be able to buy
it. After some lengthy and interesting negotiations
I bought the car. We were only halfway convinced
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Rubber Baby Buggy Bumpers™

Easy to attach and remove, Rubber
Baby Buggy Bumpers provide
side-body protection from nicks,
dents and dings in long-term
parking locations, such as
airports, parking garages and al
sporting events.

PROTECT YOUR PRIDE AND JOY FROM DENTS AND DINGS
Durable and Efficient, Theft Resistant, Easy to Install

* Black, 2-inch diameter closed-cell poly-
ethylene tubing — secured by lhoh tab
and heavy-duty \'inylvcnve-rmf magnets

* Protects your car body from nicks and
dents — preserves resale value i

+ Easy to attach and remove —
3 to 5 seconds per side

* Sectional design facili- ($™
tates storage

» Available for sports and luxury-sized cars

* Special rubber tab provides theft resistance

Three easy-to-follow steps make attachment
complete in 3 to 5 seconds per side.

= 1. Insert rubber tab between opened
car door edge and fender. Close door
securely.

2. Attach second tube to first by inser-
ting dowel extension into hole.

3. Position guard at widest part of body for
maximum protection. Magnets hold guard se-
curely in place. Works on most steel bodied cars.
Not available for Corvette or Fiero.

=~

“THE BEST DRESSED

Send $19.95 for sports model size (4’ adjusts down to 3%’) or $23.95 for luxury-sized guards
(6" adjusts down to 5'), plus $3.00 shipping and handling. Indicate car make, model and year.
Set includes 4 pieces, protects both sides. VISA & MasterCard Accepted. Texras residents add 6Y:%
State Sales Tar. Satisfaction guaranteed!

North Star Products, Inc. » 3601 Conflans, Suite 3645 + Irving, TX 75061 « (214) 790-8332

pats for porsche
gear hoxes ags

Expanded transmission — ™
parts and exchange
program. One hundred
thousand dollar inventory
of new and used trans-
mission parts for all Porsche

gear boxes. Rebuilt guaranteed transmissions
from $950. Complete inventory of new and used
parts for all Porsche Cars.

Courtesy to repair shops.

=g ] 701 E. Cypress Ave.,
aase bros. PRRSTHorS
SORSCrE CAR CVAANTLERS 714/956-2419

J 213/628-0550

Sorry. no catalog. Please call or write for quote
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the car could be restored, but it sure seemed worth
the try.

To return to the America Roadster connection,
little is recorded as to how, when and who made the
decision to proceed with the production car. Sauter
recalls Hoffman seeing his car and expressing ap-
proval. It is unknown why Heuer-Gldser was chosen
to do the bodies. Heuer had been a pre-war associ-
ate of Ferdinand Porsche and had been given a con-
tract to produce cabriolet bodies. Problems of loca-
tion and timing of orders led to financial problems.
The eventual bankruptcy of Heuer-Glaser is covered
in the PANORAMA article of 1981. Were these prob-
lems partly a result of trying to get the America
Roadster into production? Alternatively, did the
financial problems already exist? Was it hoped that
this new version of the car would be able to supply a
steadier flow of orders? Hoffman’s plans were not
likely to have been modest ones. It seems likely that
the America Roadster was hoped to be the saviour
of the already struggling coachbuilder.

It remains uncertain how many production
America Roadsters were made. Porsche factory
sources have suggested anywhere from 15 to 123
Erich Heuer had suggested 20. The bankruptcy
records indicated 16 special roadsters. It now ap
pears that a number of 15 or 16 is accepted.

!

PORSCHES ARE NOW
WEARING RONAL.

Whether you drive your Porsche for its
unmatched looks, or for unerring performance,
choose the wheels which are unequaled in either
category. Ronal.

Ronal’s unique styling complements the looks
of your motorcar. With innovative designs which
give your Porsche a look all its own.

Plus performance that springs from our own
European traditions. Wheel performance
measured in terms of nimble handling and
increased driving enjoyment.

Further, most Ronal wheels can be utilized with
our exclusive Color Match Program. The ultimate
in custom wheels, which matches the original
factory paint code of your vehicle.

Ronal is performance redefined.

ALLOY-WHEELS
e
==
S
R
ACCESSORIES

For the location of your nearest dealer, contact Ronal
15692 Computer Lane ¢ Huntington Beach, CA 92643
(714) 891-4853 * (800) 552-0934

FEBRUARY, 198727



) )
Complete Machine Shop Services.

Our machine shop specializes in lineboring, balancing, blueprinting and heli-arc welding

for street, time trial and racing Porsches.

CONVERSION KITS

BIEKER
ENGINEERING

MY (213) 849-2720, (818) 845-8704

Change your 914 from 4-cylinder to 6-cylinder engines
«_ PARTS

Specializing in hard-to-find bearings for
linebored cases.

SPECIAL: 914/4 to 914/6 motor mount and
“straight-pull” clutch conversions and parts
Call for prices

BIEKER
ENGINEERING

918 Chestnut Street
Burbank, California 91506

Authentic Parts.
Authorized Dealer.

— CHERRY HILL IMPORTS —

The first production America Roadsters were
from the series of 1952 1500 cabriolet series chassis
numbers assigned to Heuer-Glaser. These chassis
were assigned in a block and randomly selected to
be an America Roadster at the coachworks. There is

Produces better torque than 911SC and equal
HP. Pistons are special Mahle-Andial. 95 CR

with Nikas cylinders. Complete kit includes 24

special dilivar studs. base ga

machining instructions

3.5 KIT FOR 3.3 TURBO
100mm, 7.0 CR, case and head

3.3 KIT FOR 3.0 Mech. inj. or carbs
100mm, 10.0 CR. case and head
machining req d
AN 103 962 10 $2250/set

machining req d

AN 103 969 10 $2250/se1

COMPLETE MACHINE SHOP SERVICES AND ENGINE ASSEMBLY
AVAILABLE “IN-HOUSE" -- FROM 356 THRU 962

ENGINE Linebore, blueprint, heli-arc weld and repair cases. Balance engine component and
Clutch assemblies
HEADS Repair cracks, replace valve guides and seats. Port and polish heads and manifolds SPEC'AL PISTON AND CYL'NDER SETS
Repair rocker arms
TURBOS Our remanufactured turbos will perform more reliably than original factory units LATEST DEVELOPMENT
We repair cases and impellers and install new bearings and seals
CARBS/ Remanufacture carbs for 356/912/911, including jetting for improved perfor- 3.0 LITER CONVERSION KIT
INJECTION mance. Rebuild & overbore throttle bodies for CIS & mechanical injection FOR 2.7 CIS ENGINES
: TRANSMISSION Heli-arc weld and repair damaged cases. Convert to upside down 911-9118, 1974-1977
W transmission.

2 : no official Porsche factory listing of which cars are

The I)olqwaro Valley's Largest ORI A g AR T S
PORSCHE + AUDI Dealer 10433-10469 s or in the sequence from Third brake light coupe--factory $86
: > 12301-12384, blocks of numbers known to have 3 ERCIONY Ry, Dk, FL A Wi L
Their program for prompt been sent to Heuer. The list of known cars published ,4“:,:,:“,(:,,,‘:,,,,::‘ all models slf.?. ;:Tlr::v';;mm $79
and dependable service: in the 1981 PANO article was compiled by Chuck Strut stress bars--911/930 front $118 930 rear 20mm $79
direct ordering Stoddard reviewing a portion of the cardex files, 914 rear : $118
stock outs available in searching for Type 528 15008 engines identified by AR N T fes e Peckon merror: ke R W”w’r:n'; :7;1
48 hOufS 40,900 se{ieswenginle e o AR there Shon '.n-h.u-x factory $79 Bilstein shocks--all models call
00 order is oo sinall were no 15008 cabriolets made by Heuer. All such 200 MPH speedo, electronic ; $199 Large 930 intercooler--Andial $1995

professional wholesale
parts staff

PARTS ® (609) 665-5660
HOTLINE® (800) 524-1394
(out of N.).)

CHl.:RR Y HILL 2261 Route 70 W

Cherry Hill, N.J.

IMPORTS 08002
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engines appeared to show up in America Roadsters.
These numbers were matched to the known cars.
The earlier block of numbers 10433-10469 has
now been reviewed. The earliest known America
Roadster is #10465. This car was imported through
Hoffman to Briggs Cunningham. Later acquired by
John Bentley, it was the subject of an extensive test
in Auto Age in 1953. This article pointed out the
major weight reductions from the coupe. Stripped,
the car was reduced to a racing weight of 1412
pounds. All America Roadsters were apparently fit-
ted with the 528 1500S engine, two-piece case,
roller crankshaft, hot cam, Solex 40 PIBC carbs,

NEW 58-PG CATALOG of street performance parts and
accessories, over 1000 items from “normal” to racing only”.
91199440928
$5 refundable with first order.

RANDIAL. 3207-P S. Shannon Streel. Santa Ana, CA 92704
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THE ULTIMATE PASSPORT- MOUNT

Protect your Passport and provide a more secure hold with the Passport
Mount. Share one Passport with several vehicles, assure maximum per-
formance (infinitely adjustable; fits any windshield angle), automatically
engages your Passport cord for easy one-handed operation. Dual-rail
guides inside bracket prevent damage to Passport finish. Transparent
body discourages theft when Passport is removed. Comes with suction
cups and foam tape so you can mount it any way you want. Security and
convenience for $19.95 postage paid.

SUPERIOR DETECTOR ACCESSORIES

ALL WITH 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

THE ORIGINAL SUCTION CUP BRACKET

The proven suction cup bracket fits any detector with a flat top

The unique design lets you move your detector from car to car and
is adjustable to the angle of your windshield. $9.95, plus $2.00
shipping and handling per item.

THE WORLD’S BEST COILED POWER CORD

Our compact black 10" power cord stretches to 3%z feet! Molded
90° plug is reinforced and cigarette lighter plug is fused to protect
your investment. $9.95, plus $2.00 shipping and handling per item.

FROM V..Nul, THE ORIGINAL SUPPLIER OF QUALITY RADAR ACCESSORIES

e 1-800-547-1788 . oeeer 25

Visa and MasterCard order lines open M-F 9-5; Sat. 9-1 PST. Or send check or money order to
V. Polak Co., 2211 NW Rakeigh St., Portiand, OR 97210

Patent Pending

Horsepower update
Big Bore Fail Safe Design

TRIAD LATE MODEL 911
EXHAUST CONVERSION

Gain 20-27 Horsepower, Lower Engine Temps

s ac o Arinﬁ ‘

and produced 70 DIN horsepower. Early cars had
the crash box transmission, the synchro transmis-
sion being fitted to the later cars. The earliest ap-
parently had composite brake drums with VW cast
iron hubs, later cars being fitted with full aluminum
drums. All had 16-inch wheels and many were fitted
with the aluminum turbo rings. The windshield was
removable; some had a smaller racing screen. The
Cunningham-Bentley car #10465, now owned by
Ron Roland, fits this description except that it now
has unique fully machined aluminum brake drums.
They are similar to the standard later drum except
they have no casting marks, and appear to have
been made by machining from a billet. According to
Auto Age, that car originally had the older com
posite drums. The aluminum drums presently on the
car appear to be an extremely early set of factory
aluminum drum brakes.

The early cars had single grills and the Bentley
car is the only single grill car known to remain. It
has not been clear if any others existed at all, and
likewise suggested that there were three. The
cardex review revealed only one other car, #10469,
with engine #40022, red with a beige interior, fitted
with cooling rings, vent wheels, tachometer, fahren-
heit oil temperature gauge, light pushrods and
larger brakes. This is likely to have been very nearly

® 060 times usually reduced by full second

® 10-25° lower oil temps.

® Larger 15" header section with primary lengths specifically
designed for larger engines

® And reversion measures that do not restrice

@ Provisions fur lambda probe

® Much rhicker gauge steel than original heat exchangers
throughout. Extra gauge muffler and resonators.

® Heavy sluminum coating on heat exchangers for more life

® 27 pounds lighter despite thick material and coating

@ Tail pipe exit same as factory. No valance removal

® No hassle bolt-on installation

® Complete kit. Nothing else to buy

® Salery desgned inner air chambers

SO romd “erack use only. Not legal California

.'i TRIAD INDUSTRIES, INC

T TRIAD & G2 LAWTON DRIVE « SARASOTA, FLORIDA 13583
Y
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~ This is not our best ad.

Porsche® owners write our best ads.

You find them in Panorama “For Sale™ listings:
car magazines; probably in your local newspaper.
Ads for many of the best cared-for Porsches say
“Wood wheels,” or “wheels by Wood.”

You never see any other company’s wheels
mentioned. So what makes our wheels such a big
deal? Quality for one thing. We have the best qual-
ity control in the wheel service industry.

And we're Porsche specialists. We provide
wheel service only.
No t-shirts. No
salvaged parts.
We've been
building our
reputation
among very
particular cus-
tomers since 1973.

We're more than
“polishers™—we offer re-
finished alloys, chrome
plated alloys, and new-
in-the-box alloys. Plus
select aftermarket
wheels from BBS and Epsilon. In addition, be-
cause of so many requests, we offer refinishing of
BMW and Mercedes wheels— Lo Lake care of your
second car.

We have a reputation for knowing our stuff.
Over the past 14 years, we have become the rec-
ognized authority on Porsche wheel questions —
from restoration authenticity to wheel/tire clear-
ance problems. We have refinished wheels for
concours winners and located and restored dis-
continued wheels for rare and exotic Porsches.

| Call us for all your Porsche® wheel needs, We carry every style of fac-
| tory alloy wheel—forged or cast—In a variety of finishes. Even discon- d
tinued wheels, We also carry BBS and Epsilon [ W heels. pIUS a r(‘fu nd-
We do not sell or recommend replica wheels, repaired wheels or
wheels widened by welding.

But we also do little jobs—like restoring alloys
turned white by car wash detergent. We treat
every job with care and personal attention. Ask
anyone who has deall with us.

We like to think we've grown Lo be number one
because we listen better. When our customers
told us they wanted an alternative 1o Lying up
their cars when changing wheels, we initiated our
industry-leading exchange service.

This service lets you exchange your current
alloys for chromed,
polished, or re

finished alloys

It lets you trade

for wider alloys

and after-

market wheels,
100. We make it all
quite simple and
straightforward.
All you do is send us the
price of your new

| able deposit. We send

sihd you your new wheels to

change over at your convenience. Then you ship
your old wheels to us in the boxes we've provided.
After your wheels pass our testing. your deposit is
refunded. IU's that simple.

No one else can offer an exchange program like
ours because no one else has the inventory of
Porsche alloys— stock, polished and plated; cur-
rent and discontinued —that we do. No one.

If you're particular about your Porsche, sooner
or later you'll come o us. And then you'll know
why our customers mention us in their ads.

ROBERT W. WoOD INC.
1340 Club View Drive, Los Angeles, California 90024

(B) 274-2634

Sec Classified for this month's specials

PCA member
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YOU 7 AN FIND EVERYTHING AT
« PERFURMANGE PRODUCTS

23YEARS .
SUPPLYING 59 4 3
PARTS AND i .

ACCESSORIES
FOR PORSCHES

CUSTOM COVERS
(ALL BREATHABLE)

TAILORED TO
PERFORMANCE
PRODUCTS %
SPECIFICATIONS BY ~ > ¥
' ¥ [
PORSCHE DESIGN® COVERCRAFY ol

SP AT GLASSES

SPECIFY YEAR-MODEL-1 OR 2 MIRRORS OR WHALE TAIL

STORM SHIELD X CONCOURS SUNPROOF
Blaci Ilame snowy or hot climates the  Softest protection with *napped” st compact cover that we
Gold frame volution 3* materia ning. Hea . n

l st. Will not mildew drill fabric t

SKI GOGGLES wet! Outiasts  Excellent protection against r"n‘ﬂmalml does

Futuristic polarized scratch r ) :1 "d uyaT hm-v against sun grime an camaqe paint or trim. Machir

. jlitraviolet ray mage achine 928 $104.50 Al others 594 50
elastic wrap around head band 928 $114.50 Al others $104.50 928 $119.50 :‘\ | clhe:s §109.50

Black frame $80.00

White frame s 80.00 Storage Bags for all custom covers $4.25 each gm%‘

MANUALS

WINDOW CRANKS

cements that screw on easily

KEY BLANKS

924944 Black $2.95

9111970-0n, All 914's
$4.95

Black
Red 495 911 STAINLESS STEEL HEAT EXCHANGERS

.
sive collectible Cm! ir wm'e mUa ‘4 K fc1d

c Stainless steel, 100% throughout. Pefect fitting

piated. hand painted in rich color and sealed with RAIN-X rectly interchangeable with factory units. Finer

2 gloss. Mounted on beautiful polished onyx Rain & dirt slides off lighter and longer lasting. Specify right or left

and signed and numbered with a certificate of glass. mirrors and head 911 All years with carbs. $385.00 ea

authenticity. 7%°H x 10°W x 8D $198.00 lights. Easy application 911 Fuel inj. 1963-73 385.00 ea
70z iR $5.25 o1 1974 385.00 ea

an made that in

C metal holders. Cal
:)'7 other models
911, 912, 914, 924 & 944
(Black) $9.95/pr

SNOW CNAINS

STARKER STUTZ STIFFENER 911 Shock Stabilizer
yourself the extra edge for flatter cornering with
Stffener. Reduces shock

0 ‘0 minimize the chances of
when making 2 bold turn. 15 minute installa

v 2S key 10Ck !
One year warranty. Specify model of  On and is easily removed
Porsche From $63.50/pr.  Chrome $225.00 Matte black  §195.00

Free Catalog #19
with order or send $4.00

10 install chains
($20.00 minimum

=~ PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS

More than 800 photos
£ 152 excmng pages

§ Q 16129 Leadwell Street—Box #B-4, Van Nuys, CA 91406-3488 . T

H @ CALL TOLL-FREE TO ORDER &  VSA
U.S. 1-800-423-3173 Ca. 1-800-272-3906 213/818 areas: call l 818-787-7500 - Eas=ani)

8:30 to 5:30 P.S.T. Monday-Friday — Orders and Showroom MasterCard, Visa and

10:00 to 5:00 P.S.T. Saturday — Showroom C.0.Ds accepted
NORAM

identical in specification and body to the Bentley
car.

The next known car, #12312, is shown to have
twin grills. Initially this second grill was placed in
an engine lid of about the same size, in a car with
substantially the same body as the earliest cars.
John Paterek’s car (#12317) is the most frequently
seen of this middle series. A later, more extensive,
change involved a lowering of the rear body line,
lengthening of the cockpit opening, placing the twin
grills in a substantially larger engine opening.
Chuck Stoddard’s America Roadster (#12345) is
likely the first of this configuration. This change is
referred to in some factory detail drawings as neue
fm‘m.

Therefore, the production aluminum America
Roadsters existed in at least three configurations:
(1) early series—short cockpit, single grill, (2) mid-
dle series—short cockpit, dual grills, and (3) late
series—lower rear body, longer cockpit, dual grills.
Other changes included wheel opening shape, badge
placement, and other minor alterations. With his
number of changes over such a small series of cars,
the Heuer-Gliser financial situation was certainly
not helped.

A totally distinct car was discussed and shown in
the PANORAMA article. It is a steel-bodied car, with a

Electronic Publishing is Here to Stay!

Buy or sell your exotic automobile or locate your favored
ble, formu 1. or other compet
Look up sports car dub events, racing schedules,

r NHTSA recall orders. Or just let the big wor Hu“\
the restoration parts you have been looking for. Dial

antique/ collle

213 599 0144

FOR FREE ACCESS DATA LINE

and get orHine with the worlds most exciting
automobile market and information systern

GlobalNet

Automotive Edition

An electronic publishing network
5 continents

d, please call- 21
ymmunications Co

PERFORMANCE FACTORY CONVEX RIGHT SIDE
205/50VR16-$186.00 MIRROR |mprove ariver visibility. Snaos

TIRES =1 Cub
Carrerz Spacial . 225/50VR16-$192.00 "o tactory housing on any 1876-1ater
Prices! 245/45VR16-$196.00  Porsche $44.95

THE SPOILER: A CLUB CARRERA
EXCLUSIVE! Ali-metal sposier. faciory

rubber valance ol cooker. kines. scraen

We carry K-26 and K-27 turbos flushe-mount fog lights BoRt-on and paint

Our pe'f'yr‘m cleims have been es sbished by rmne dent 1es's and by our
tished customers. Som- or rx may be legal only for off-hughway wse in

LAkl GAIN 10% MP with our S4d: GAIN UP TO 24 WP win o Eure
Eurn DME brasn and stainless steet pre- DME beain and custom Readers Vastly
mufiier. Bolt on performance with proven impetved Mrotlie response and

resutsl Special $925.00 scceleration. Special

g

P

r”"”‘

930: JOHP INCREASE WITH RUF RUF EURO DUAL-OUTLET MUF-

IRCOOLER 3% larger than factory FLERS Improve perfgemance, accolera
wnil- Bol-on perfoemance with improved tion & fuel mileage --and get the sound of
thermal efficiency power' Available for Carrera's 93034 SC «

Club Carrers is the U.S.

Sales and Distribution

Specialist for RUF
formance

per
nents and suto-
iles.
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Don’t Leave Your Loved
One Defenseless

pcrking lot with predators around .

fairness, equip your car with the best defense.

100% satisfaction guaranteed.

NOW AVAILABLE WITH PORSCHE LETTERING.

We know you hate to leave your loved one. Especially in a
. valet parkers, children
in station wagons and runaway shopping carts. Forget

The CLASSIC autoguard. Two densities of microcellular
foam. A vinyl-coated industrial magnet. Security strap.
CLASSIC autoguard will not mar your finish, attaches

and removes in seconds. Weather proof. Stores easily in car.

ONLY $29.95 A PAIR. ($3.00 shipping and handling.)
The AUTOGUARD will protect all makes and models of loved ones.

/ b,‘u &
AUTOGUARD
PATENT PENDING

ORDER TOLL FREE 24 HRS.

cA 800-255-3825 ext. 10
us 800-257-3825 ext. 10

Visg. MIC. AmEx. Check or money order to
1186 Yulupa Ave., Suite 210, Sonta Rosa CA
95405. Calif, residents add 6% sales tax
We can now ship within 48 hours.

Dealer inquiries welcome.

OKLAHOMA
FOREIGN
INC.

18 ACRES OF LATE MODEL FOREIGN CARS

Dealers in wrecked, stripped, & J
| theft recovery Porsche® Automobiles

OPEN
MON-FRI 8:30 TO 5:30
SAT 9:30 TO 1:00

AUTO SALES
PARTS ONLY ONLY:
1-800-654-4908 (405) 799-0645

IN OKLA.—405-799-4444
P.O. Box 6676, Moore, OK 73153
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standard cabriolet front end including windshield
frame. It has cockpit, doors and rear fender crowns
matching the America Roadster. The rear wheel
openings appear identical to production coupes and
cabriolets. This car is pictured at the Heuer works,
in a scrapbook of a former Heuer employee. This car
has been reasonably interpreted to be a car made in
an attempt to salvage Heuer's financially hopeless
attempt to build the aluminum roadsters.

A mysterious car was known to exist in the Atlan-
ta area some years ago. It apparently had a striking
similarity to the steel-bodied car at the Heuer
works. The only obvious difference is the substitu-
tion of a Speedster windshield. Could this car be the
same one? If so, who fitted the Speedster wind-
shield? It was reported that several Heuer cars were
returned to Stuttgart to be finished later. Recogniz-
ing the prompt subsequent development of the
Speedster, could the windshield have been
substituted at the factory? This car was not
delivered until some time in 1954 and has not been
heard of since the 1960s.

A set of factory drawings #540-00-202 were
printed in PANORAMA that appear to represent this
same car, with lowered belt line, cabriolet wind-
shield frame and production style rear wheel open-
ing. It has been suggested that if Heuer had sur-

The simple solutidh
to vehicle securlty has

just been improv.

NEW 3-FUNCTION REMOTE

The UNGO Box has always provided
your car the maximum in vehicie
security, and now our custom-designed
twe-button fronsmitter for the TLIGOO
UNGO Box, carried with your keys, wil
provide maximum convenience in
operating the system. Arming or
disarming the system is as simple as
depressing one button on the
fransmitter anywhere near the vehicle
The system responds with o chirp of the
siren.

A second button on the transmitter
provides for the operation of a security
system in an additional vehicle, or can
be used to cperate a trunk release, and
with an additional receiver, can even
operate your electric gaorage door!
And for an emergency situation,
depressing both buttons ot the same
time fires off your siren for as long as
you wish,

The handsome
fransmitter is
designed for heavy
duty use, and
weighs less than half
anounce. Itis
powered by a
readily-ovailable 12
voit battery, and has
a red LED to indicate
battery power.

YOU CAN'T FORGET

The UNGO Box TL1600's amazing
C-MOS circuitry wen't let you forget it if
you don't arm the system by depressng
the button on the transmitter, 32
seconds later, after the last door has
been closed, the system arms itself
automatically!

Once armed, the TLI6OO guards the
doors, trunk, and engine compartment,
as wel as the wheels and tires
Attempts to pry on. or break info

-. The Ungo Box TL-1 600 Remote
from Techne

window will sound the alorm. It clso
detects any attempt to jack up or tow
the vehicle. If ony tampering occurs in
your absence, the sren sounds for thirty
seconds, (programmabile to one
minute) then immediately resets itseff to
await any further aftempts. When you
return it even alerts you if the system
has been triggered

AT THE HEART OF THE SYSTEM
The world’s only fully electronic
motion/shock detector is the key to the
UNGO Box's full perimeter protection
This patented system effectively senses

a thief before there is a chance to steal
cnv'hnrg It works with on electro.
magnefic field. This ingenious motion
senscr has no mechanicaol parts 1o get
out of adustment or couse false akarms
it simply cannot break down. All other
motion detectors rely on mechanical
systems such as the spring and
pendulum, or eise require some
mechanical support to make them
operate. Consequently the every day
operation of a vehicle tends to wear
them out or cause them to be out of
adjustment, rendering them ineffective.
The functions of the TLIGOO are
controlied by our own custom-designed
Gate-array microchip in the
computerized brain of the system which
is hidden from view inside the vehicle.

THE CONTROL MODULE

The status monitor (pictured) controls
the special functions of your UNGO Box.
One switch allows you the convenient
selection of the sensitivity level of the
electronic motion detector, and one
switch allows you to turn the system off
for routine servicing of the vehicle. A
bright red LED located befween the
switches fiashes continuously when the
system is armed, to alert a would-be
thief that the system is fully armed and
profected

QUALITY CONTROL

Before we certify the UNGO Box TLI6OO
ready for sale, it passes through seven
mechanical inspections and an
electronic test that involves over 4000
complete cycles of operation. That's
just one of the reasons why we
guarantee it for as long as you have it in
your car.

ELECTRIC DOOR LOCKS

AND OTHER FEATURES

With the Techne Accessory Driver #4075,
the TLI6OO Remote not only operates
electric door locks, but it also gives you
20 seconds of flashing parking lights on
disarming the system, plus a tomper
alert, ond will operate four flashing LEDs
nside the vehicle.

SO YOU DON'T WANT

A REMOTE SYSTEM?

No problem! The reguiar TLIGOO UNGO
Box provides you all this protection and
it is as simple to opercte as switching off
your ignition, locking the docrs, and
waking away. It arms itself passively, 32
seconds ofter the last door has been
closed.

THE CHOICE IS SIMPLE

With the UNGO Box TLI6OO. you have
comprehensive protection that is user-
friendly. the world's only electronic
maction detection system, the industry’s
only life-time warranty, and Techne’s 13
year history of providing the leadiny
edge of technology in vehicle security
For the name of the UNGO Box Dealer
nearest to you, phone us toll-free at
800-227-8875, or In California at
800-637-3366. We'll also answer any
questions you might have about vehicle
security and we'l send you o free
brochure on any of the remorkable
UNGO Box vehicle security systems.

unco|

Né

TEQHNE

Techne Electfronics — The leading edge of technology in vehicle securify.
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PARTS, ACCESSORIES AND INSTALLATION

Featuring Bosch, Purolator, Koni, Bilstein, Hella, Recaro, Momo, BBS,
Colgan, OE Parts and Accessories Sale and Instaliation, Meguiar's Car
Care Products, Scale Model Cars, Logo Sporfswear and much more.

ALLOY WHEEL POLISHING SPECIALIST ON THE EAST COAST

Special introductory offer $60.00 perwheel using your wheels.

Call for pricing on special finishing available.

1-800-323-930S

In Georgia call Direct 404-594-1530

Write or call for FREE

Savings Packed Supplement and information

on joining the Rennsport Club

with special pricing for maximum discount

Can you shift-up,
down, hard and
Fast?

Force Racing can!! Finally, YOU
CAN TOO — Take advantage of the
exclusive engineering break-
through brought to you by Force
Racing. Experience the thrill of
crisp. properly synchronized gear-
shiffing for your 911 or 9414. Im
proved synchronizer action now,
only with the Force Racing
transaxle! Drive it hard. Drive it easy.
it was created to face the rigors of
the autocross course. .

THE MOSTBRUTAL PLACE A TRANSAXLE
N LIVE.
Call For Details [8&(‘)] 229-8034

P.O. Box 1322
Blue Springs, MO 64015

on all catalogue items.
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36/PORSCHE PANORAMA

vived, this car might have continued, rather than
the bathtub Speedster we hav arned to I«
Presumably on the continuing in
quickly resurrected
the S-
fman seems to have nnmh got-

rom a marketing point of view.
not fit his original styling

istence of Hoff-

Roadsters continued to race with much
ss for several years, remaining competitive
| they were superceded by the 550 Spyders.
Xma.ung y, most have survived. Fortunately, ob-
solete race cars are often retired to storage and
seem not to have the same mortality rate as daily
driven street cars. We're not aware of any known
cars or chassis numbers which have been destroyed.
A few have continued to surface. America #12322
recently appeared when Evelyn Launderville sold
this car to Bill Perrone. Her husband had owned it
since 1954. It is virtually identical in configuration
to John Paterek’s #12317; they were finished within
five days of each other. Fascinatingly, they are mir-
ror images of each other in color and upholstery.
Paterek’s car is gray with a blue interior, while Per-
rone’s is blue with a gray interior.

In summary, it appears that Porsche’s earliest

roadsters evolved in a series of six fitful steps: from
the drawings of October 1950, through the Sauter
roadster, to the three versions of production
America Roadsters, ending with the steel-bodied
Atlanta car. Neither bastard nor inspiration for the
America Roadster, the Sauter car now appears to
have been the first working prototype built from
Porsche’s earliest plans for an America Roadster.
There is still much missing from this story and
many uncertainties remain. I have tried to clearly
separate what we know to be fact, what represents
the recollections of three decades ago, and what we
have then assumed. I hope I have not continued to
propagate errors or made too many new ones. @
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