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Leaving the
warmth of the
Talacrest
showroom on a
cold and frosty

winter's moming,

an old Ferrari 250
Tour de France
comes face to face
with a modern

recreation.
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TOUR de FRANCE

Ed McDonough drives a
pair of 250GT Ferraris, an

old one and a new

old one.




250 TOUR de FRANCE

HERITAGE

by Peter Collins

@ FPiecing together the story of these two cars and
their background, in the space allotted to me, is
her akin to making a film of the history of the

world lasting thirty seconds or performing all of
Jhakesaec.m s plays in ninety minutes

If the cshort-wheelbase 250GT which followed it
was the last of the rcad-racers, ther the late 1950s
250GT Berlnetta Tour de France, which both of
these cars are, was the last of the raltvroac-racers.
Difficult as it may bP 1o believe, this moce! gained ts
name from rallying. No crach their way
through forests O! acro
supreme on all-asphalt
France, which was a long

h as the l-:m-' :ir:
< wnd France visting
many hill-climbs and race circurts on the way and
even venturng into Belgium at one point. It was from
Apove and et this event that these cars e received the, unofficial,
1309GT is ¢ : <
'3"?\‘Tf‘ a title of 250GT TdF. To be realy pedantic, there are
P armon those whe think that their ful tite should be 250GT
TdF of 1959 i PRI =
Berlmetta Lorg Wheelbase Tour de France,
and would hove cally t g TeF
: s BEAO e brein Siral- a6 TARS
had exposed cally a3ve Decome '.\Ill.\\n .\I.ll Dl el? Qrs.
headlights As -»,r.*‘ most things Ferran, there is consideraole

when new, but Ti5t 3| precedent to the line and the origins of the
these were species are evident in earlier 250GT models,
damaged in an especially those described in issue 2 of Auto ltalia,
accident, Locx at the bodywork of the two cars here and you
intially it was would be forgiven for thinking that the red car is frem

competed by
De Micheli in

than the blue one, You would be
2 setting aside the fact that the blue car is a

::f,’,‘;‘;;bs A later reproduction, the fact that it has a smooth
sprints. modem 2 appearance coes not make It younger Than
Eventually it the red car. T‘*e _»Iue car. |657GT, camies z chape
found its way that was a direct metamorphaosis from both the
to the USA via carlier 250GTs descnoed previousty and the 250MM
Switzenland seres,
and the UK Severd different 250GT Bedineltas had been buill
where it was n ‘54 and '55, but the Geneva show of 1256 was the
Brao hove. daze when the various threads of the story starzed to
been fitted with : ; ;
& Ford V8 in '55, Idml'i\} 1AC :_*..x"|t:.l,c;.o a
engine. Nick gar o u-”l romed car, 0323GT, at the Pans
Horley bought show, displayng the fourteen louvres in tre rear sal
the car in 1989 aanel far the rst tme, but 1 owas at Geneva in 'h6
and re-installed when a Farina design, executed by Scaglietti,
the original eppedrad, al the sizpe of the Tefs o come first
engine. The car materialised. The car cisplayed was 0425GT.
is cuseently for n January 1957, Scaglietti started builcing what
2 f‘.ﬁe at : were the definitive Trst series TdF Berlinellas. He }
5 ' falacrest Led. took the Farina design and effectively scftened « a

o

Autoftalia 45




.-|J|.‘1r:\’ oy |v.,,

the Type 128 2,953cc
Y125 with three 360DCC
ceveloping 230bhp to I:ss_u W |th A twir
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Beiow, Detailing on the ‘new’
250 is superb, especialiy the
Interior, whereas the original
car has the patina of o true
Ferrari classic.
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oh: the firmer suspension and enhanced performance of the reconstructed Pinin Forina
250 Coupe makes it feel like a much improved race version of the original 258 TdF.
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