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Ow do we define a car? If we think that 2 car & merely an object desigrd for 3
' purpose, to get from A to 8, then why are some cars different in 0ur minds than others?
W we think of 3 special make of car people will immediately have in mind a car such as
Ferrant or Rolls Royce. Perhaps this is due to marketing or legend. Supposing that Ferrarl had
Never won 3 race or Rolls Royce had been unreliable, would we 28l think of these cars In the
same way? Going back 10 the question, how do we define a car, the answer s a ittle more
complicated than how well it did in a competition. We define cars by their successes; yes, but
maore than that, we define cars by the people that created, owned and loved them,

The Hispand-Sulzs HEC is a car, made for 3 purpose, to get from A to B. The way In which &t did
this simple sounding task was with style, effortiess power, comfort and prestige. Already not
“pust” a car. A part of the maker's enthusiase for perfection, durability and guality has gone Into
the car itself and as such it is valued by those apects alone. Add In people who owned the car
and t1ock it 10 events and the car has 2 whole extra persona derived not only by the car’s physical
attnbutes but also by the people that drove it

Suzaene Deutsche de la Meurthe was no ordiniry person. She was 3 ploneer In aviation
following in her father’s footsteps and even created an airport near Saint Quentin in France, She
founded a care contre for injured pilots, which has » continuing legacy. Gerard “Jabby™ Crombac
was & Formula One journalist who then went on to creating his own racing car magazine. These
people needed a car that would sult thelir means and they both turned o the lusury and
opulence of the Hispano Suiza HEC as it 100, Is n0 ordinary car

SROMTE & Petvoun ot BWEC 100, Moo by Kerry McSaon. [—
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Hapanoc - Suiza

Bpano-Suiza or "Spain Swiss® was 30 called because its founding partners,
!m«uCMJMMMc.mfmSm&anmwmm.
mmw.:r-ouwmahmbenknmbrvmmmam“am

In 1898 Emilio de la Cuadra started an electric automobile production company producing
batteries and electric buses in Barcelona taking the name La Cuadra. Upon hiring the Swiss
engineer Marc Birkigt, whom he met In Paris, Birkigt persuaded La Cuadra to allow hm 1o build
2 car. mhcm‘uasMMwum.mmNmmmmmm
examples before the company met bankruptcy.

Howewer, dunng 1902 the company’s ownenhip changed hands to J Castro who kept on
Marc Birkigt and continued the factory, This came to an end In 1904 when labour unrest put the
company out of business,

AﬂwwmmwtormtucmwwaMaphwlawommuw
treated 3 new name 10 Fabrica Hispano-Sulza de Autoendviles de Barcelona. The new name was
treated due t0 the recognition of Spanish backing by way of a wealthy Spaniard named
Damven Mateu and the Swiss engineering provided by Marc Birkigt. The next step was to
mmomomb!mdwmmmmMmulaermw
buses and aviation angnes helped keep the company going until 1946,

Mary of its cars were both luxury and racing models, some thirty of which were bought by the
then king of Spain, Alfonso XIll during his reign. This was recognised by Mspano-Suiza who in
1912 created 3 model in his honour appropriately named the Aonso JOIl. During this period
however, France was seen a5 8 much langer macket for the lusury car and 30, in 1911,
Hispano France was created aslong with a mew factory st up In the Parls suburd of
Levallots-Perret. Three years later the factory was moved 10 larger premises at Bois-Colombes
which returned 10 the name Hispano-Suiza
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HHapano -Suiza

n the advent of the Great War, Hispano-Suiza turned its attention t0 creating alrcraft
engines under the design of Maec Biridgt due 1o 2 plea from the French Government.
Approaching the design of an sero engine from the perspectives learnt when creating
car engines, Birkigt developed an Aluminium cast block VB engine festuring thin steel lined
cylinders which was revolutionary at the time,

1t had elements from Birkigt's car engine designs such as overhead cams but included many new
creations such as propelier reduction gearing, hollow propelier shaft for a gun (thus eliminating
the need for a synchroniser gear) and 3 host of other features that were years ahead of the
competition and ddnt appear In other manufacturers until mach lter in the 19205
HEpano Suira acroglane engines have since been described as the best military engines of the
First World W

Afer World War One was finished and upon the successes of thelr aero engines, Hispano-Suiza
wert on 10 utiiise ther same proven technigues to bulld car engines again. In 1919 this
produced the M6 which gained the company & reputation greater than that of Rolls Royce in
Great Beitain. In fact, Rolls Royce made under Soence many of Hispano-Sulza’s more notable
foatures, such as their famed brakes -~ said 10 be the best and most powerful at the time. The M6
was the most expensive car in Europe, the mid 1920 models being the absolute top of
automotive manufacturing

Hispano-Sulrs adopted the mascot which depicts an Alsatian Stork in 1912 This was a tribute to
2 squadron emblem which was painted on the side of Georpes Guynemer's fighter plane.
Guynemer, who sadly died In 1917, was a3 WW1 French "Ace” scoring 53 kills and whose SPAD
percplane was powered by a Hispano-Suiza aero engine. Before the war he had been a good
customer of Hupano Sults cars and 50 Hispano-Suize 00k it Lpon themselves to honowr his
name.




J‘:Ap‘uur-cru"m

n 1923 the French part of Hispano-Sulza became the Socketé Frantase Hispano-Sulza,

which the Sparmh parent company maintained 71% of the shares, Thereafter the

French division became more and more independent although always mantained
strong inks with regard to the technical aspects of the cars.

After producing some of the world's greatest cars, Mispano-Suirs ceased o production In
France in 1936, However, they continued 10 produce aero engines under the command of the
French Governmaent Bt were unable 10 create a sufficient amount, guichly encugh and so many
of France's Sghter planes were et grounded, complete bt for the engine.  Further
developments for the company during the war came by way of creating armaments, specfically
2 series of 20mm “autocannon” weapons. These were particulary successful and were adopted
for production in England and fitted 20 nearly aB Britiah wartirme aitcraft including the Spitfire.

The Barcelona division of Hispano Suiza stopped production during the War Dt restarted
production of cars in the 19505 under new ownenhip by ENASA. This time the factory turmed
out the Pegaso exotic sports car and later Pegaso lorries. Sadly, lke Mapano-Suiza, Pegaso cars
faded to survive,

During the 19705, Hispands armament division wis bought by a2 Swisa company
Oerfikon-Bubvie. Other Hispano-Sulza post war history is sketchy but it is known that they
created anding gear and gjoction seats for aircraft, n 1568 they became a division of SNECMA
who mantarmed the orgingl Pars factory 10 manufacture accessory systems for jet engines. In
2005 SNECMA merged with SAGEM forming SAFRAN.

00 urr A Pegaso Trpe MU odvert. vor wawr 19005 Napono Ao
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H6 & H6C

he M6 was introduced st the Pacis Auto Salon of 1919, Having suppled over 50,000 V12
fighter plane engines during the First Workd War, Birkigt considered that one haif of the
very woll peoven V12 engine should be more than enough to power & car. The new six
cyinder engine he crested duplaced just over six and a half litres and featured Brkigt's preferred
single overhead camahaft. The engine’s 1000 crankshaft wis machined from a 600Ib billet

which resultod in a very strong part and was typical of the sort of uncompromising engineering
that Dirkigt tendied towards and iIndeed amployed during production of the H6 cars

Again derived from his outstanding aero engine, Birkigt used aluminium for the engne block and
head 10 help keep the overall weight down and performance of the engine up. This was coupled
with six separate steel cylinder liners, two coils for ignition and two spark plugs per cyinder (one
on each side of the engine). The overhead camahaf was shaft driven and operated the valves
which were set vertically in the block. This was an uncorventional setup which could resu®t in
tremendous damage if & valve dropped in the oyfinder. As Birkigt had employed the same
designs in his much prassed aero engine, and never had 3 falure, he was confident it would not
be an issue. In contrast 10 Rolls Royce's venerable Shver Ghost which still used side valves and
an iron block cast from several pieces, Hispano-Sulza’s or rather Birkigt's engine was a marvel of
engineering and made the Rolls Royce, which was still excellant, look Bke a relic by comparison.

Barkigt's six cylinder masterpiece was finished in sienple black enamel and polished aluminium
then mounted In the car using the traditonal ladder frame. The car’s suspension was similarly
conventional semi-efliptic leaf springs all round. The four massive drum brakes utiised another
of the car’s ingenious attributes, a2 patented “servobrake” system.

The power assisted brakes were an mdustry first and were driven By a special shaft running at
1/64 engine speed coming from the gearbox. When the car wan decelerating its own
momentum drove the brake servo 10 provide additional power. This technology was later
kcersed for production by other prestigious mangfacturen, notably including Rolls Royce.
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H6 & H6C

ppraimately 2,350 H6s were produced inciuding the HE, HEB and NE6C. Budit i Paris

od later the Ciech Republc, the M6 offered luxury, speed and refinement. Their

competitors including names such as Rolls Royce and ksotta Fraschind, in general, could
only offer one or two of these ingredients but not unts the late 15205 did ancther manmufacturer
COMe UP 10 P with the HE, This complete package did not come cheaply and for a while the M6
was the most expensive European car avallable. In 1922 the HEB replaced the H6 and In 1924
this o0 was superseded, but not replaced, by the B litre HEC.

The H6 was delivered by Mispano-Sulza as a rolling chassis for coach bullders 2o create a body for
2. To match the car's remarkable abilities, only the fAimest coach bullders were commissioned to
design and Mt bodies on the HE chassis. Among the most exciusive coschwork fitted were the
wooden 1kiffs designed and bullt By Menrl Labourdette. Constructed from nature’s own
composite material, the powerboat Inspired bodies were very Iight yet rigid.  Labourdette'’s
ingenious design did not require nails or glue instead it used thousands of rivets. This was 10 the
DOdy could move sightly with the often very flexible chassis frames without cracking.

n 1922 five H6Bs were especially constructed and modified for racing, Inciuding a slightly larger
eogine and a shorter wheelbase, Today these are commonly referred to a3 “Boulogres” thanks
10 them winning & number of races at the seaside town bearing the same name in northern
France. These cars were raced throughout Europe and North America with some success. A
mumber of years Later the shorter wheeibase of the Boulogne was again adopted for & mumber
of H6Cs ~ gemerally now known a3 Monza models. A Mispano-Sulza MEC Monza won the
ndanapolis S00 in 1928

One other derivative HEC was crested for the motion picture director D 'W Gnifith and had an
extra two wheels at the rear of the vehicie making it 3 six wheeled H6C.
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Suzanne Deutdch de la WMeunthe

uranne’s history was strongly Influenced by the achievernents of her family in aviation
and stomobiles.

The Deutsch de 1a Meurthe family began in the late 18003 by creating France's minesal ol
industry by way of grease for machinery at first, made in a farm owned by the family. The family
name today, Is renowned as having been one of the most important familes in france with
respect 10 the technology uprising that was widesproad at the tuen of the century.,

I the early 19008 Jupiter Ofls which was the company the Deutsch de la Meurthe family had
created merged with Shell to become Shell France under the supervision of its owners, Henry
and Emile Deutsch de ia Meurthe

Herry then went on 10 found the Automobile Ciub de France in 1885 with the Count of Dion {of
De Dion Bouton fame), the Baron Zugien and Paul Meyan.  Further 0 this successful dub he
created the Aero Olub de France with the help of a few iIndustrislists, notably Gustay [l n
Agril of 1900 Henry cered & ptize in order to ald the progress of aviation. The prize was for
100,000 FRF which at the time was a fortune. The competition was to run until 1504 and the task
would be 10 comgplete a retwurn journey between Saint Cloud and the Eiffel Tower (approximately
10km) in 2 time of 30 minutes, in 1501 this task was completed in a dirigible craft (balloon) by
Sartos Dumont in the time of 30 minutes and 47 seconds. Dumont gave half of his prize to
charity. Ever the fan of competitions and progress, Henry then set ancther competition in 1904
with a prize of 50000 FRF, This nime it would be given to the first craft heavier than air
(aeroplane) 10 complete a one kilometre closed circult. The competition took a whole four years
before Henri Farman was able 1o succeed In the tack on the 13 January 1908,

Determined 10 ensure France &5 » world lsader in aviation, Merwy Dewtsch de I Meurthe then
offered 10 give the University of Parts $00,000 FRF and a further 15,000 for every year that he
remained alive In order that the University may create and mastain an aeronsutical and
technical institute,

3 1o wirr A lote portrot of Menry Destach de I Meurthe. scrom urr Mo
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Suzanne Deutidch de la Meunthe

oy received the highest French honour possible, the Légion d'Moneur, for his life's
work on 20 November 1912

Henry's daughter, Suzanne Deutsch de la Meurthe, was one of the key figures in restoring France
after the end of the First World War. Whilst working as a volunteer nurse in Blarritz during the
war, she met a wounded young soldier, German Testart, who came from Moy de TAlne In
northern France, The two became very close and 30 she visited his parents in MOy when her
duties were fnished in Barritz.  Upon seeing the few remains left of the almost compiletely
destroyed village, she set her heart and mind Into the reparation and restoration of the 1own for
the people. Bulding infrastructure, homes and hygiene faciities 25 well a5 sports and
recreationyl centres Suranne helped rebulld the vilage with her inherited wealth, She wemt
further and started a textile factory In the grounds where once there stood a chiteau, destroyed
during the war. This led to My founding the Societé industrielle de My on the 1 February 1928
which started operation in 1929, Today, In Moy de FAlsne there still stands 3 monument In
Suzanne’s name a3 well a3 several roads named in her haonour and a recently named college in
1999,

Nearty to Moy de F'ane Suzanne Deutsch de la Meurthe discovered a small aero club where a
few ex First World War Aces had gathered 10 form an aero dub,. Suzanne, having already
inherfted a passion for aviation from her father Meery, set sbout expanding the cub.  She
commissioned the now famous architect Marce! Lods to bulld a new ddub house. Me was chosen
because of his previows work at another aero dub where he employed cutting edge 19305
methods in his designs.  Suzanne was made the President of the Aero Club de Msne and on so
becoming, donated two brand new aeroplanes 1o the ciub, » Caudron C125 FAIAD and C50
F-AIGC. She was also the president of the Aero Club de France that her father Henry had started
SO Was very important in the world of aviation, particularly in France,

W Saronee Devtsch de o Mewrthe, soros (ere The a0 cheb ot Aovpy neor ST Qeeron 15
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uring her short Me she created the fiercely competitive Coupe Deutsche competition

where partsicipants flew in a gruelling 1000 kilometre race in aeroplanes which had to

have an engine of less than eight intres. The competition led to many new world speed
recoeds being achieved

Suzanne’s legacy was 10 bequeath le Chitoau de Bosfaing in 1931 to the foundation that carries
her name 1o make & “Maison des Ades”™ (2 House of Wings). This was to become a place where
injured or exhausted pliots and air crew could recover, rest or relax since she had realised from
deaths of her friends and pilots such as the famous French aviatrix Helene Boucher, that the
quest for the siies was frought with dangers, Since 1994 the Chllteau houses the "Association
& M'Envol™ (Association of Fight)

In 1932 Suzanne helped encourage the pioneering #forts of Nicolas Roland Payen with the Delta
Wing. Mer constant suppart for this development and al other seronautical activities led to her
recening the nickname “Fée des Alles™ or Angel of the Wings.

Mile. Suzanne Deutsch de la Meurthe's Me was 30 well recognised worldwide in the pre war ena
that her death at the age of only 45 from a heart aiment was important enough 10 have been
written in the New York Times obituaries in 1937, She a0 received the Ligion & Honewr just as
her father did

e Swamene it Fer Coupe Deutsch 2808 in 1935 IWorkdwide 2rews coverope of the everd wais @
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erard Jabby Cromnbac was perhaps the most experienced Formula One journalst of

them al Jabby reported on Foemula One before the World Champlonsiip even began

n 1950, As an indication of his standing, although everyone knew him a3 “Jabby”, in his
final years his friends had taken to calling him “Legend”

Born Into a well-to-do Swiss family which owned department stores in Switzeriand, Crombac
was intended 10 work in the dloth trade. However, his passion for motor racing began at an early
age and he lost his job having been recognised by his employer in a photograph in a loca
newipaper. In this picture he was shown helping out at a race track as a mechanic when he
should have been at work,

In the summer of 1949 Jabby Mitch-hiked 10 Silverstone for the British Grand Prix. Whilit he was
in England he met Gregor Grant who wars running the Light Car Magarine. Crombac agreed to
supply Grant with Ewropean coverage whilst working 43 3 mechanic with the French driver
Raymond Sommer. When Jabby referred t0 his position as mechanic, it was really more of an
excuse 1o be around the cary, He used 10 have 10 clean the floor amongst other duties although
as simple as it sounds he said that, “we were running on castor ol wivich is 0 very, vevy sticky
thing, and ofter @ roce to clean that is @ hell of o job. We used methono! ond hod to be very

coreful not 1o domoge the paintwork [of the cors]”

Working for Raymond Sommer thus allowed Jabby to attend the major European events without
having to pary Mis own way. This arrangement continued until, tragically, Somener was killed in
the sutumn of 1950. That year Grant decided 20 launch a new publsiing venture called
Autosport, 3 weelly racing magazine. It was a great success and, with Crombac reporting at
everts aound Europe, it became very popular with the Britiah racing public
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£ Jabty Cnowdrac

n the following years, Crombac decided that France needed its own version of

Autosport and 50 In 1954 co-unched the magazine Sport-Auto with Jean Lucas. This

fast became one of the most important racing publications in France and funded
Jabby's constant travel costy Detween races. While working as » reporter Crombac was also
involved in other aspects of the sport: Me was involved with the management of early Matra
racing efforts, worked as a steward at races and was even an FIA delegate for 2 national cub
which could not affoed 10 send & representative to Pacis for the big meetings. He was » close
friend of many of the drivers in the 1960s and even shared an apartment with the famous racing
driver James {Rmry) Clark which is when he owned the Hispano-Sulza H6C. It is highly probable
that Senmy Clark would have driven the car as it is well documented that Clark had » great
passion and love 10 drive anything he could get his hands on. Crombac eventually soid the
Mispano-Sulza in order that he could buy Nmaelf a larger boat than he akready possessed.

Crombac had also made » specl relationship with Coln Chagenan, who Mmmy Clark drove for,
and &% a trio they al enjoyed a great many races and free time together. Crombac had owned a
Lotus MK4, bought from Chapman, but later decided racing was not for him although the
attending and reporting was, The respect and friendthip between Crombuc, Chapman and Clark
was 30 great that Jabby named his son after them both; Coln James Crombac.

Crombac said of his relatsanship with Jimmy Clark, “Of course, | was gireody close 1o Lotus when
Sy come olong, but there iy 0 thing: emoangst my numerous Britlsh friends of the time | wos
very close to Rom Flockhart, and through Ror | hod o special Bnk with Scotiond. Gregor Gront of
AUtosport was @ reol Scotsmon 100, of course, 30 | was feeling close with the Scots people ond
thot sort of got me close fo Ammy. W immediotely hit # off ond, | don't know, somehow we
weve very close. | alwoys said that the two reasons why | got on 50 well with Ammy, contravily to
some other people who certoinly did maore for him than | oid, were one; thar | newer once
discuised money o borrowed money from e and two, that though ! hod @ ot of opportunities,
I never once chased one of his girfs, even if he was through with her. | had many opportunities, |
com tell you, but ! never chased ony of Ms exes! | think he apprecioted thot.”

W1 LromBoc weth the french racing rver Jeen Lowis Marnet. soriias i Fagaying MEC 12400 21
bonking of Mantihery with ¢ lody rend. masr The theee friendy, Clork, Chapman and Crombac
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rombac 3l30 knew Graham Hill very well, who actually worked on Crombac’s own Lotus

Eleven a3 3 mechanic. In 1964 Jabby took jochen Rindt 1o Le Mars with Lulg Chinettl

who was close to Crombac’s Sport-Auto partngr, Jean Lucas. A year later Rindt won the
race for Chinettt's NART team. “1 hod beer helping Jocken Quite o bt in his early coreer and | was
helping these guys not becowse they were rocing drivers but becouse they were friends. For me,
the foct thot @ man is @ rocing driver doesn't make him o specia) hero. My heroes are the
engineers: Colin Chapmon, Gordon Murroy, Potrick Heod and John Barnard.”

Jabtyy was a5 well known for his laugh, tweed cap and pipe a3 he was for his journalism. Labby's
pronunciation of de Ceradis a3, “Serosis™ or downdorce as, “dogafoss™ or his descripbors of a
loud nolse &3 an, “otfombom”™ were just as distinctive and made Nm all the more of 3 character
for It In the 15705, as the sport grew 50 did Crombac’s reputation and he evertually sold
SPOM-Auto 10 & lirpe publishing house, By the early 15803 Crombac was 50 well established as
8 Formula One expert that he wis corsulted by Honda when it decided it wanted 10 enter i as
an engine manufacturer

In 1993 Jabby was swarded » trophy from the hands of Berme Ecclestone at the Magny-Cours
clecuit for attending 500 Geand-Prixs. Post 1993 he went on 10 work at another 78 races, his total
of 578 attendances being an established record.

Jably’s other great love was flying and he continued 10 40 that until he Decame 100 weak from
cancer. Jabby accepted his fate with grace, reckoning that he had had a great e and that If it
Wi T 10 RO there was no point in malking a big fuss about it

*I have hod a wonderfud ife. Who else con soy that they saow the eros of Ao, Fangla, Moss,
Clark, Lowder, Progst, Serno and Schumagher? | have no pain and | have finished writing my
memoirs. | om hoppy.”

Gerard "Jabby” Crombac born in Zurich on 7 March 1929 died in Paris on 18 November 2005

24 o Rty Oromdex and Coln (CApman empoy a rde orownd the Lotus trock at Methe! s MSC
sotron Lere As imoge of Jobby with Jochen Ringl. sortow sier Looking contenand. in vy fingd







Pant 2 - Contents

Pant 2 - The Stony of- H6C 12400
HeC 12400
SPECIFICATION

MILLE MIGLIA BY HISPANO

A LETTER FROM JABBY

DOCUMENTS







HOC 12400

uring Suzanne Deutsch de & Meurthe's ownership of this Hispano-Sulza HEC, chassis
number 12400, originally fitted to the car was 2 Menri Labourdette body which had
been on one of her previous Hispanos ~ believed to be an H6B

The body was & four seater Skiff, an open topped touring body which 30 long a3 it is sunny has its
place but for most of Lurope this s » intle ambitious. Upon seliing the car to a banker by the
name of Monsiewr Paul Guilbert, he immediately had the body changed 10 a Binder town
carriage Dody with the curfosity of having a smaller than usual driving cockpit since his driver
was o dwarl The Binder body i beleved 10 have been kept on the car untl the 19503 when
Jabby Crombac purchased &,

Jabby set about performing several modifications to the car, namely the shortening of the
chassis In order to put a new body which he &d with the help of John Bolster, the famous
motoring journalist and Louls Rossigneux. Rossigneus, who had Been 3 Hispano factory worker
had same of bis own genuine spares from the factory and so suppled Jabby’s Car with an original
shortened cardan thaft in order 1o make the chassis shorterdng a ‘proper job”. This shortened
shaft is lkely 10 have been made for the few HECs known a3 Monzas since they were the only
shoetened HECs

Other mod@ications that Jabby had done 10 the car were 10 Mt smaller 18° wheels and a new
Crown Whee! and Pinion with the corrected ratio for the wheels, An uprated cam shaft was
frted 10 the ¢ s well 10 increase power although 2 s uncertain that this was done ot the
command of Jabby or 3 previous owner.

Crombac then sold the car in the 19705 in order to buy hemsel 3 larger cruise boat, Little s
known of what happened 20 the car, i anything, during the next two ownershigs bat it is known
that it ended up in 2 private collection and then sold Mt suction in Moete Cario in 1951

SROMITE & OVIRLAZ et 200 PRooos by Jabby Cromboc 1o Ahow the chcass Sviv 10 iling [he few
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HGC 12400

n s current ownership, HEC 12400 has had a b of 2 renaissance as iU's had most work
done in the years since 1991 than it probably had had in the rest of its iife!

The engine was rebullt during 1991 and 1992 by Kerry McSwan including » reground crankshalt,
white metal bearings for the con rods and main bearings, Crack testing by Rolls Royce In
Leavesden and new gudpecn pirs made (sightly oversaed to accommodate wear). Further to
this, Xerry rebullt the gearbox and replaced all the HT leads, MHowever, athough a simple
sounding task, there are approsimately 30 feet of HT leads! The radiator was aho re-cored and
re-sheled

The Gar was entered into the 1992 Mille Migiia and In 30 doing was scrutimised by the FIA in order
that the vehicle complied with the event’s regulations. 1t transpired that the 18" wheels, fitted
by Jabby Crombac and known 20 be incorrect for the Car, would have meant missing the Mile
Miglia 50 a3 quickly a3 possible the 18 wheels were modified into correct sized 217 wheels by
re-spoking and re renming in order that the event could be entered. In 30 doing and after the
Mille Migha was completed @ wis obwvious from the car’s performance that the crown wheel and
pinion were at an incorrect ratho making the car very slow o acoeleration, It was unknown M
the time that Jabby had changed these bits.

The hunt for » correct ratio crown wheel and pinion was on and after some time, and & sadly
Incorrect part sourced from Australa, a8 correct crown wheel and pinion was Beally found
amongst a plle of HES bits.

The restorative works were complete and 50 the car was put through its paces Dy the owner
another Mille Mglia in 2000 and at least two Coys International Race meetings at Silverstone
where 12400 performed very well

sevouts MEC 12000 a5 A b now token from severyl
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Ine 15 an Interesting car, Hspano Sulza HEC 12400320387, that started e 1 the
property of an acroplane heiress who took the body off an earfier car and put 1t on this
chassis. As a skifY body it was of mited use in Curopesn weather and The next owner, 2
banker in Parks, put on & lege Binder body. This was roughly how it was found after the war
ferrying Americans to the Parls opera house in a rather run down state, both the car and the
opers house

Restored by Jabby Crombac, the well known Befgian motoring journalist, it was reboded & &
short chasshs roadster with a body designed by hm and Joha Bolster pretty much by eye, with
photos of the 1928 Indanapolis scratch race car as inspiration. The result is very impeessive and
with an authenticated 120 mph the car is no shaggard, although at this speed other aspects of
the car became unsafe such as handling. steering and braking,

How we got involved in the 1992 Mille Migha is largely 3 guestion of wishing to do the event,
which we had done four Bimes previously in younger cars, in a pre 1930 car this ime competing
in Class A and having the distinct advantage of getting 1o the hotels in the evening in Time to get
some food and some deep - neither really possible in 2 post war ca

As arwone with experience of the Mille Miglts retrospective will tefdl you it is certainly no doddie
with the long second and third days proving a real trial of endurance for driver and machine
fourteen hours in the saddie can be quite teing in a modern car - In a pre-war open tourer with
nO weather equipment in heavy rain and even hall over mountain passes and over some
duminctly guestionabile roads separates the real enthusissts from the posers. if we started the
Latter we ended very much &3 the former,

Thay 60 not close the roads 10 other traffic 5o one is doing battle - often Inerally, with 2 manner
of machinery whilst being encouraged by all, ncluding the Carabineri, to go as fast as possible
aimost regardiess of other factors, Under the circumstances | suppose It is remarkable that there
e comparatively few acodents, the main tause of elimination being mechanical fallure










f — . MWille WMiglia by JHapanc

Starting at dusk from the famillar Taunch’ ramp under bright floodiights and ofen heavy rain,
mast drivers hold the intermediate gears 10 amuse the crowd with rorty exhaust notes echoing
round the old buildings and the cars head straight into 3 solid throng of humanity. ANl are car
enthusiasts and show theilr enthusiasm by pressing forward o the path of the speeding cars
and trying to pat the car of the drivers on the head. All one can do 10 clear 8 path is swerve from
side to side, pretending the steering has falled as advocated by Stirlng Moss in the “real thing'
nearly forty years ago.

After the exciterment and anticipation of the wtart, actually doing four hours quite haed driving,
On Strange roads, at night and for we 'Brts’ on the wrong side of the road, is something of a new
sensation. Many of the drivers have limited experience of driving their cars #t night under these
condimions and 50 the et check point, with again a huge crowd despite the rain, Is most
welcome,

Two more howrs to Ferrara seem, 10 take twice as long, as the fatigue and excitement, combined
with concern for the state of the car, combine 10 make the prospect of 3 bed most attractive and
well overdue.

Because we had only just reassembled the engine on the Mapano, with new bearings and 2
reground crank, we were holding our speed at a letsurely 60-65 mph, which frankly is the safe
Imit of the head lights. Whilst the brakes are adenirable for a car of s age, emergency stops,
with 2 ton and three quarters on & wet road, ot night, are definitely to be avoilded.

Next day we started at dawn with ittle substance for the inner man, just a coffee and roll, If
you're lucky. The first cars are off 2t seven-thirty and have 10 be extracted from the parc fermé
 thew cormect numencal order, regardiess of how they arrived, quite an exercise If one imagines
3OO assorted cars packed into a small medieval square. In our case we check the Carburettor
which is prone to siiting up, probably from a dirty fuel tank. Fortunately damartiing the
Carbavettor is extremely simple and guick, otherwise the Mispano seems 1o be running as
ntended.




Al least the road i dry to start with but the sky overcast as we apgroach San Marina, often
shrouded In must with its incredibly narrow cobbled streets, lined with all manner of shops
MMRM&WWMM“WMQMMM
caution, Although only a two seater, at times & seemed there was insufficient space for the big
car to pass between the high and very solid looking walls.

We descend. once more 0 the plains via some extremely testing hairpin bends, with the
wipension being strained and the big car lurching wilidly a3 first one full lock &5 applied followed
immediately by the other. The format for the next few hours is quite fast driving down the East
coast of italy, with fairly regular time checks, often in ancient medieval towns, nearly always, it
seems, located at the top of the steepest hils,

Our Hispano has the muits plate clutch, which can be a bit suspect if asked 1o move the dead
weight away from a stand stil on a steep slope, 10 warlably we would walt for a decent gap in
the traffic and ‘charge’ the hil,

On cne such occasion the road followed round the hill and on arriving at the top obliged the
driver 10 swing the car hard right, through a large 30lid But narrow stone arch. | yanked the whee!
over, only 10 feel 2 solid resistance, wheist the car lunged towards the ever present and over
eager crowd. | braked hard, reversed and tried agan wiiist my co-driver enquired whether it was
# delerate ploy to thrill the fans'.

On the contrary, after two further sttempts we realised something was wrong and parked by the
roadside to discover that a combination of the angle of the car, the vigorous driving and the
fisting by 2 previous owner of hydraulic lever shock absorbers and rather chunky beackets had
contrived 1o foul the steering arm on right lock.

As luck would have it, someone appeared from the crowd in an overall with a tool box, removed
the offending bracket back 10 his workshop, less than a hundred yards of where we were
Stopped and resppeared shortly afterwards with the bracket appropriately ‘modified’.










We had no further problesns of this nature for the rest of the run, Needless 10 say no chacge was
made for this service 50 enthusiastic ae the crowd

As we got closer to Rome the weather deteriorated and it started 50 ran quite hard. With no
hood or weather protection, map reading and time keeping became a pointiess exercise, but we
were determined 1o continue. We had not reckoned with the orgamisers choice of route
however. This involved 2 six thousand foot mountain pass|

The foot hills were very attractive but guickly any interest in the countryside was subdued by the
rain turning the had with stones the size of grapes. | looked down and within seconds the floor
of the car was white with hail stones.

Confident that these conditions could not last we carried on dimbing, the big car's 1op geas well
suited 10 preventing wheel spin as long as we kept going. The higher we got the worse things
became, untl we were driving on a layer of packed ice and every corner became an exercise in
keeping the car straight and moving up.

| was only too aware that if we had to stop, the chances of getting going particularly with the
mult-plate chutch would be very slim, In fact we had nearly reached the summit when | saw two
Smal cars abresst and stuck across the road blocking It There was nothing for it, we had to stop.

With the heip of other drivers who arrived behind us we pushed the smaller cars off the road and
tried 10 move forwied curselves. There was nothing along the side of the road between our ¢
and » thousand foot drop. It was freezing cold and the car just spun its wheels and the dutch
smet cooked - we were worried,

Visoes of getting triahs cars up muddy slopes encouraged me s the ‘heavier' driver to
spread-cagie mysel precaciously over the two rear mounted spare wheels and bounce. Whilst
my co-driver did hs best with a diatiactly reductant dutch and some hastily plucked branches
pushed under the wheels, a few other competitons lent some weight to the Hispano's back end 3
and we moved vowly forward. 43




Wiille Wiglia by Hispass

Sadly the clutch was never the same after this and for the rest of the event we had 1o switch off,
solect first gear and then restart whenever we needed to move off Luckily the battery held up.
Of corse when we arrived home and we dismantied the dutch we found two of the plates badly
distorted which explained the drag.

Although ondy some Aty miles short of Rome our troubles were still not over. Crulsing steadily
along In drizzie and fGiling light the engine suddenly died. We managed to pull off the road and
run through the normal series of investigating tests. The culprit proved to be the fuel pumps, one
had clearly cut out earlier without our being aware of It, now the other had followed suit
perhaps under the onslaught of flying ike particles from the pass. By careful ceaning and
refitting of the terminals we were sbie 10 get the car started and gratefully completed our run
into Rome,

We were up early on the Saturday moming 10 e if we could imgrove the cutch operation or
Our temporary repairs to the fuel pumps. The dutch was not to be remedied but we had no
further fuel pump trouble, On the way back to Brescia however we had the prospect of crossing
the Radicofani, the Futa and the Raticosa passes.

Contrary %0 what one might misguidedly belleve from reports of Stiding Mosy's remarkable
98mph average speed on the 1955 race, these passes are by no means wide long sweeping
curves through the hills. On the contrary the roads ae narrow with poorly made edges and
many of the bends, hairpins. Add to this the rapidly changing altitude and a ittle rain and mist
g these Dasses SeCcome Quite exciting, not 1o say lethal.

In farness there are many compensations, Wild enthusiasm from, If press reports are 10 be
beleved, up 10 15 million watching Italians who give everyone a warm reception. They will o
pressed even deive into the dtch I their car is in danger of blocking ones’ route. At reguiar
Intervals particularly at time controls in the many historic medieval towns, cne is pled with gifts
often of local wine which of cowrse has to be comsumed instantly and 2 kiss from the local May
Queen










The Hispano's main drawback in fact discovered early in the event is that 2t is simply 100 guiet.
The prevequitites for a Mille Miglia entry are a bright red car that is fast and extremely nolsy. The
Magano is 00 quiet to be heard by passing pedestrians, let Jone echoing through the mountan
passes. Since the event, this falling has been rectifed with a straight theough exhaust syster
rstaled. Not vory Hupano Sulea I'm afraid

After the Last of the passes the route nuns back across the Lonbardy plaing, through Bologna with
some good open and very flat roads. After nearly two thousand miles the engine i definitely
much locser and is happlly crusing between 80 and 90 mph on the straight sections. At these
spoeds the Mspano is an easy match for other cars of the period and certainly surprises some
drivers of modern cars who are hurrying back 10 Beescia 10 preet the competaors return

We finally get back to Brescla ourselves by about 9.30pm. It s already dark and again the
welkoming sight of the floodin ramp, chequered flag and reception commtiee s 3 most
gratifying one for our very sore ayes. This last day has been an almost contimeous fourteen hours
and over five hundred miles and it certainly feels 1.

By and large the Hispano behaved extremely well throughout and proved 2 most satisfactory
‘mount’ for the journey. Iif chosen as owr car for the 1993 event driver comfort would be greatly
imgroved by some anti-bad weather eguipment. A lower final drive also would imgrove
performance as the present one was designed 10 run with 18 inch wheels. From a spectator
point of view | have mentioned & louder exhaust but perhaps we should also paint the car Ferrari
red. On second thoughts | think not!




i3

. - - - L

Tw waiset Fen
el inld Tarw
ifinie
et ALY AN
farin. phamhear ™A 1YY

Pt Timn

L o oty be v Lahas s & Lo T L ey
st Jetamr of Apr il ) st b sl pow 1 sew L anad piaherw
S LE SouR pomm 1A A e Uhe st s ves el Traw LT et
e

E htw o D 4 ol 100 41 0 1000 Migi s o
e oonr Al diagraes Liamil. Shsimmis AF yiss el s
Manraal Tares Siem 18 st havw bean very Lo lesesd |

e At » Toe slhivsssss | prusissd o

A

e s e o' Tl ih 1A onr oo hte TIFLLaw i alhew
1% Lawis Raassgvsus = w0 seriainiy \he et vmpet el
Bispens Salahad I e sar il e sne rigaesal by rosd et
e othw Tamanry. 1hee s ie (» Lhe sorvion Suses Lhesl
s Tuseewm Chamed e i sptam )l le disiniem afbes
e wtt, Lhey sot @ 0 basivees thelr fereer Servies Seseser
S rees o sewand MTe Mlad I8 MNAAR, 8 arter Vhat
e anietime Kiopenes seondd slil]l b aiviosd  Soasl e
W By sAanir. T a0 same et s B0 S IR 2 Sl
praind By seabar of he Muspenn vieh. ssvigniwsiy for Boapenes
Ponsignmus an St rotired Bat A s SLLEL W et a2
e fuiissing sdiress
Landin Buanimws. ¥ s Dhar Lon gt PITTE Baie Tl sbmn
el ghTRIMT)

The Somd Sanit an Biatene-Suise st set Jbamis treen’'s
® homs won. Nt Lew Stosmd ien Basane-Buits b Paul Balre

Pobilahnd be B8 147 & (epenes (Malerre TN Peiaies  adartaneiel s

L IRiah sher vt Ballroue. Baltrd rahaliy 22110 ar wew
mbe o sl s s e Lol fen [ L e e
R Y AR Rl

b ee Dumds Santh. Plasw Falale Boursom.  Faris

e J.

I s ity Pt Bians sas te deat. | hvw e Anie

B 0n pentinles Se relail 10 By Srnad Tiasiat. S rastares

rening sonives santily (ronmsdiy 418 & Salrs Vi, vy sapessie. . )
i Lire 2o Bavins RiTftwmion. 52 v Bersed, 0008 Levwal inie

M IR R Rl

e plrzares shew Whe ohasnis Tinleahmd. sl S = b Pl
Parmt e b baliod o arior A remiaerst b, Yhe 2 b8 Sodrenrs
e om Wb Bell. Tha Sun o The Alde o 1D e I8 s Looeas

Fiasen 1o on saow I 1w 10 sapriiisg ros sl | S
St Tl s 111008 SOOWEA AT L. smcept tha Srew e

for thm mw w. TIAIME By Nighani Parhas oham e sl a0 1)
o Rl ieen. B o seet 1 o me v e o smed La Parrarl

- ahvniope trom Ferrari s reviog St ool T i iy Tainias
vhen | ho Slasgw 1A Lanids the wnwmiogs. Binking »
van oing o the Sruninas of Their e 11

ind reanrts




o MEuorier e il

—~—— .@-E)(/ ;%‘4 -#4' l///.q:_':: b

L A TR W WA - .
L A S “-2':1‘» ' Fédération Internationale & FAutomobile
- ¢ - - -
_'Q.o.w‘qK {ONJ . 3 *a -
ot (= ) -
HISTORIC VEHICLE IDENTTITY FORM
1te 1ih Wi 1 {)L il" .":M . :<.-(4("-:‘.-:—.':'~“:20‘0.«'-’-:- g N i B M M
T - T FRIATE AN PUA VARICATION ASD FTaRset (I8 AT & Y AIRAIRA el MRasNETY
v . S5 THE AR SN0 BUET B RETURAEE TO IT W ERRLANER BT 4 SR Fame N L L
“e L0 T AP EAAs o Tell DOCMEeT DONATRS ARTHLAN - e ol B
i 2 CaaTvs TEM RS N STINIED MLILT TRE ey T oW e i Ades .
" g P o f - » - . it wmhe
TME IR T zJ, .Lu... ‘tf..r ! L SuS SHDY SUTROUERCU) ARD S NPV TR N WD TUR S -
b AhTa%e . * s asan 5‘711"‘"0 Fvia A - MeC
.y b y v —— Pt ARAT SRLE | ROAINIE spntssrmm v _P3 Yoi]
- — 5 . " h o . pas v & manaa W HEL I240 ot ¢ JIdNJES
11 k2. ) ﬁ)“. _ : : y e i o Pt Py AL i an et Larairy . Fasa i
lﬁf - s.N0 - hobd P VIR W samaadveme LA e TAAR W s Teaa s /P A
) 1 : :: R L I T LT ——
o A
sgg m Ho A..!aa 47'&“* 4.11:.» Ult\} " S e e
nh ‘.. " ] G

ey e iy, ALa Gal (5], wa B, Buia ol

DAL 43

A 4 Y1 2. v, E IR s
t".l\'J" “-’*‘-“I D -

Rl »

-‘irl .40'4; & Vehas N H ’-’.p- - — {': -:;.

Thee see b - e g Wy W S0
- e A AT TS Tal SETAME O THIME TAZEN AND THE T™E M T >

OO SRDLAIUE Pt St Ll TH B AR AT MBLRVE AN CarRDaMME Y =
Lo

s . ' D

LA  BL LRI L L L Bete. BT, -

ORAL AR Caf el l-ALsTEN & PNDAL AT I

(R e W e i e ) w Pemtevrey o8 olie

m ATAMDARD CAARE Sonmaes (00 v Teatom ‘a0

St - T

Slamm @ winaTus s
fAdm Sadd o Yaul Y00 AT MAA THE 1TAET R T AT s
w01 A leber 1o ig0by (ramboc Hetaling mformeton shawt WEC | 2400 S R e ——— S
s Capy of ongmel document showing o entry flor MSC 10800 with 505t dwvers e B, Sy Bo cmatn, & Sn MS (A8, w0
¢ Showing the ot pape of the currpes FLLA popery for MEC 12400




122 coidencasomcs omia v coxansi s When is o Boulogne no! o Boulogne?
And how big was o Nonza?

olll BOGdy txposes SI10N AMmong 1he
Experts on Hispano-Suilza Matters
. _ . L] ’
’ - - » . .-
. » » ’ .
.
‘e .
v .
s - » _
) B » »
. -
-
- ) - - - . L ’
’ » o _ » . »
» » - » ..
- :
- » -
~1
oeras
. '

Action cotaiopur exfroct shoming ML 160 W Artcle explaving
N Sfereace Setwren WS NS (ASSEN el Maruo s and Boslogre's
—1










