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SECTIONA of the racer which Jim Rath-
—an drove to a fifth place at indianapolis last

assxstant Everett Duncan. The four cars which

“emorial day is worked over by automotive ~ among the top fi
enius Quincy =pn-rlz of Lawndale, Ieft and his | Torie oo ot =

B.y. Jos Rothstein ‘, ‘
PRESS Staff Reporter
Few ' persons outside racing
cies will ever know about the
~ord compiled at Indianapolis
s vear by race car builder
aney Epper]y of La\mdale. :

Tne local aufomotxve expert
Memorial Day chalked up
of the most amazing perfor-
inces in the leng history of
~erica’s most farnous aOO-rmle
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Z;per]y, whose _shop is located
4147 Compton boulevard, de-
ned and built two cars which
mpeted in the ‘race, ‘built the
iy, fuel and oil tanks of an-
ier and performed ali of the
=.sslis construction on a fourth

—

iz four cars placed fire
El
&

1 Trush.

Lawnﬂale four years?ago. after.

el see
Quz‘th and fifth m the fma.l

many years .of activercampaign-
ing 4n_racing, wars from coast
to coast. Last year }us first big
break came when he was given
the job of building the car which
Jim Rathmah “would ‘drive while |
at the same time dqing all of
the body work for Sam Hanks’

thn‘d speca.l &?w;m/r/ J:

" Hanks won the Indianapolis
race while Rathman finished a
close d.”After such a per-
mance Epperly was’'in demand
a'nong car ownersn =
"For this )ear’s Indlanapohs
g'rmd the local race car builder
burned m ch rmdmght oil. In
addition” 6 readyirg Rathman
for the race and reworking
Hanks' winning car he built the
speedster which George Amick

Epperiy butll for tne Ind»anapohs 500 finished

ive. 7 i L

lend special to v.ctory, Amick
finiched 27 seconds bpehind Bry-
an in second place, Betthousen
came through fourth and Rath-
man, after some m.bfortunes,
pla('ed ﬁfth.

.-

it was my greatest thrill in
all the years I've been associat-
ed with the racing business,” Ep-
Lperly says of the outcome of
this years' 500.

He attributes his success to
many  factors: smart mgnage-
ment by trained crews. skilled
handling and driving and to un-
predictable Lady Fortune.

“Having "all of ‘the cars carme
uninjured tnrough that disaste:-
ous wreck. this year can ru
be called a fantastic _ piece
luck,” says Epperl} el

ultimately drove ~and -handled
construction of the chassis. ior
Tony Bettenhomens car‘ A
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+of I3 carsan
. race.

lap of the

;but as the cers began pas:zing
| the pits, battered and bent we
knew it was a bad one.
many man hours to count went
into readying each car for this
one important day. To have a
car you've sweated over not
complete even in one lap—well
there were many - tense mo-
ments.". -'"*.

Epperly ~empnhas: zes that go-
ing to Indianapolis as a2 mem-
ber of any car team in mo
cation.” This year he spen: three
weeks in the city and on only
two nizhts could he find the time
to leave the race area to see
Indianapolis.

“The first Job back there is to |
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_“None of us gaw the accident’

Too

zZet your car into the race.” savs .

o AL ke

expert. |
“Maybe 50 cars are capable of

qualifyving for the race
only 33 are ultimately

whiie
given

?aﬂln" Dos‘tions To ou‘.if\'. the
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auto racing businass as “‘fine
sportsmen and great people to
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J ‘,ﬁthe cooperation and considera-
1 tion among rival crews, even m.
E— race of such Im
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(Conunued from Page 1)

ione 8t lndxa.napohs, is the great-
iest proof of this feeling of fair
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After his tpectamla.r s.nowmz !
this year, Epperly is already ne=
'gctlatmg with many top ®ar
‘| owners for entries in the next
‘ Memorml Day dassm.‘ W
1 " He tus ma.ny “ideas ooncem-
‘|n~~ serm-radlcal moailcatxom of .

s designs,  but
pres:-.nt big car’
he is keeping them under ]:;
,|hat3hat he car forsee for n .
yvear is a meore e.\paIerd use 0 )

.| yeamg -Tace.
.‘. Epperiv. who is as:istcd in :}lxis
»|work by Evere un res1 es

liwith his wife, Rosemane, and 3
‘]},ear-o]d son, Jonn '
1:)41}1 street. g g )
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associate with.” He states that;

play which penades auto me—

' ‘|the horizontal engine design
t which was so effeciive in this _

at 650 West. -
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